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Everlasting Faithfulness:

A Reflection on Psalm 100

The words of Psalm 100 have long set the sacred tone for public worship, serving as a timeless
invitation for the global church of Jesus Christ to unite their hearts and voices in praise to Almighty
God. It calls us to step into His presence with vibrant joy, lifting up songs of thanksgiving not just
for the daily blessings of life, but preeminently for the redemptive work of Jesus, who died and rose
again to set us free from sin. This worship is grounded in the profound assurance that the Lord is
God, that He is the one who made us, and that we belong entirely to Him. As the Apostle Paul later
reminds us in his letter to the Ephesians, we are God's own workmanship, purposefully created in
Christ Jesus.

Beyond moving our hearts to corporate praise, Psalm 100 serves as a vital anchor for our hope,
offering deep comfort particularly during distressing and uncertain times. When we confess that the
Lord is good, that His love endures forever, and that His faithfulness continues through all
generations, we are invited to pause and meditate deeply on these distinct facets of His character.
The true power of these divine attributes lies in their absolute permanence. Unlike the fleeting and
tragile nature of human commitments, God's goodness, love, and faithfulness are entirely dependable
because they are eternal. We see this unchanging nature perfectly revealed in Jesus Christ, who is
beautifully described in the Book of Hebrews as being the exact same yesterday, today, and forever.

It is this very permanence that allows us to look toward the future with unwavering confidence.
When we cast our eyes upon the world, we are often confronted with the heavy spectacle of human
evil, hatred, and infidelity. Yet, standing in stark contrast to the brokenness of humanity is the
enduring Lord, who will always remain exactly who He has revealed Himself to be: inherently good,
unconditionally loving, and fiercely faithful. Because His character is unshakeable, we are never left
without a reason to hope. Whether we look back at the past with gratitude, stand in the present with
peace, or look forward to the future with confidence, we find that every season of life gives us every
reason to praise the Lord and offer Him our deepest thanks.

A Prayer for the Heart Father, help us today to enter into the service of worship with true enthusiasm, eagerly
submitting our hearts to your perfect will and rejoicing in the hope you provide. May we clearly see your enduring love
and your unwavering faithfulness fully revealed to us in Jesus of Nazareth. Amen.

Everlasting Faithfulness: A Pastoral Reflection on Psalm 100

My dear friends, there is a beautiful, sacred privilege we share whenever we gather together as the
family of God. Psalm 100 serves as a warm, open invitation for the whole church of Jesus Christ to
step away from the noise of the world to exhale, and to lift our hearts and voices in praise to our
Almighty Father. It calls us to come into His presence just as we are, yet with songs of joy on our
lips. We give Him thanks for the everyday graces that sustain us, but most of all, we praise Him for
the gift of Jesus, who walked through death and rose again to break the chains of sin and set us truly



tree. In a world where it is so easy to feel lost or forgotten, this Psalm wraps us in the sweet assurance
that the Lord is God, that He made us, and that we belong to Him. As Paul so gently reminds us in
Ephesians, you are God’s own workmanship—handcrafted with love and created anew in Christ
Jesus.

But this beautiful Psalm does more than just guide our worship on a Sunday morning; it is a healing
balm meant to nurture hope in your heart for the days ahead. I know how deeply we all need that
hope, especially when we look around at the distressing and heavy times we often find ourselves
living through. When we confess together that the Lord is good, that His love endures forever, and
that His faithfulness continues through all generations, we are invited to sit quietly and rest in those
truths. Think on His goodness. Lean into His love. Rest your weary heart on His faithfulness.

What I want to stress to you today is that these attributes of God are not fleeting. They do not fade
when our circumstances change. They are dependable, they are unshakeable, and they are forever.
We see this eternal heart of God perfectly revealed in the face of Jesus Christ, who is the exact same
yesterday, today, and forever.

This is what makes it possible for us n this period of transition, and further, to look toward tomorrow,
and the following days, months and years, not with dread or anxiety, but with quiet confidence. Yes,
we often see the heartbreaking spectacle of human evil, hatred, and broken promises in the world
around us. But standing over and against all that darkness is the Lord, who will always be exactly who
He has shown Himself to be: good, loving, and faithful to you. No matter what lies behind you in
the past, no matter what you are facing in the present, and no matter what uncertainty the future may
hold, you are held by an everlasting God. You have every reason today to praise Him, to trust Him,
and to be thankful.

A Pastoral Prayer

Father, help us today to enter into your presence with fresh enthusiasm, casting aside onr distractions and eagerly
submitting our hearts to your gentle will. As we move through this week, may we rejoice in the hope you give us, and
may we see your deep love and umwavering faithfulness revealed clearly in Jesus of Nazareth. Amen.
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Birthdays

1 Mike Midthun

2 Jim Traylor

3 Vicki Burlet, Brody Pakarinen,
Wyatt Perpich

4 Shayna Foote

5 Ryan Duerr

6 Steve Anderson, Jan Doonan

7 Deb Eatros, Judy Kirchoff,
Anthony Koop

8 Melissa Chamberlin, LuAnn Henrichs

12 Mark Bliss, Jace Christenson

14  Randy Stanfield, June Steinke

15 Hal Kirchoff

16  Karen Harrington

17 Linda Merta, Joe Ostrowski,
Donna Radinovich, Terry Ruschmeyer

18 Amanda Foote

19 Casey Kannel

20  Brian Norwood

21 Hunter Faulkner, Ron Hendrickson,
Karen Midthun

25  Shelly Harker

26  Ricky Aulie

27 Korinna Nixon, Casey Pederson

28  Diane Buchite

30 Sue Rasmussen

31  Abby Gibson, Finnley Wodarz

Anniversaries

6 Dan & Bonnie LaPierre (1981)
7 Mark & Nicki Bjornstad (2018)
9 Jim & Meredith Bloedel (2016)
10  Joe & Lori Ostrowski (1976)

15  Seth & Becky Pakarinen (2000)
17  David & Linda Merta (1971)
18  Ricky & Rachel Aulie (2009)

18  Jack & Sue Schubert (1970)

19  Mike & Karen Midthun (1975)
23 Wade & Vicki Burlet (1983)

23 Shayne & Tanya Jacobs (1993)
27  Ron & Liz Larson (2020)

28 John & Connie Rinde (1973)
29 Tim & Diane Hummel (1989)
30 Anthony & Erin Koop (2011)

30 Brian & Therese Norwood (1994)

ATTE ND/\NCE

May 24 95
May 31 120
June 7 122
June 14 105

June 21



GENERAL OPERATING BUDGET REPORT

MAY 26 May 25 YTD 2026 YTD 2025
BUDGET 34,858 35,848 174,290 179,240
GENERAL FUND GIVING 27,581 29,846 152,619 158,517
GENERAL FUND ExXPENSE 35,610 37,702 160,457 177,889
NET INCOME -8,029 -7,856 -7,838 -19,372

Major Capital Improvement Fund

May 1, 2026

April 30, 2026

Balance: $17,362.35

Deposits: $1,025.88

Reserve: $250.00

Withdrawals: $53.84 S 2
Ending Balance: $18,584.39 &zz)zng

Immanuel Forward Mortgage

05/01/2026 Balance: $77,002.46
Monthly Payment ($722.16) $290.85 — Principal
Principal Payments: $1222.84

04/30/2026 Ending Balance: $75,488.77

e ia ari ati ease ide ese ministries:
*xxxx**\[emorial/Honorarium Donations please consider these ministries; ******#*

TRANSITION FUND GOOD SAM QUILTERS CRES - CAREKITS

Thank you for your faithful giving.



July 2026 Worship Service Schedule
Altar Guild — Bonnie LaPierre and Amy LaPierre

SRT Leader — #4 — Jan Doonan and Nancy Heise

2
July 5

Greeters: Bruce & Mary Oliphant Ushers: Jeff & Marsha Olson
Lector: Terri Wisniak Communion: Char Kinzer
Offering Counters: Bonnie Goshey & Sandi Erickson Tech: David Pundt & Jack Schubert
Church Lockup: Char Kinzer Lawn Care: Mark Carlson
Greeters: Jim & Paula Traylor Ushers: Wade Burlet & Char Kinzer
Lector: Jeanne Kurtz Communion: Paula Traylor
Offering Counters: Liz Mattson & Paula Traylor Tech: Jack Schubert & Terri Wisniak
Church Lockup: Nancy Heise Lawn Care: Dennis Henrichs

July 19
Greeters: Jim & Meredith Bloedel Ushers: Dan Beseman & Nick Zillmer
Lector: Sandy Twigg Communion: Mary Ellen Perry
Offering Counters: Liz Mattson & Paula Traylor Tech: Amy LaPierre & Jack Schubert
Church Lockup: Debbi Carlson Lawn Care: Joe McNally

July 26
Greeters: Mark & Sue Bliss Ushers: Gary & Sandi Erickson
Lector: Nancy Heise Communion: Meredith Bloedel
Offering Counters: Erinn Hoyt & Darlene McNally Tech: Dave Peterson and Jack Schubert
Church Lockup: Pat Neros Lawn Care: Jack Schubert
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~ Memenialy ~

Memorials received after the newsletter deadline (3 Monday of each month) will appear in the next

monthly newsletter
Given By For... In Memory of
Dennis & LuAnn Henrichs Cuyuna Range Food Shelf Gary DeBoer
Mark & Nicki Bjornstad Malawi Education Fund Jean Olson
Stan & Mary Nagorski Immanuel Forward Jean Olson
Bruce & Mary Oliphant Undesignated Jean Olson
Marian Segersten Immanuel Forward Gary DeBoer
Jeff & Marsha Olson Malawi Education Fund Gary DeBoer
Fred & Claudia Tessmer Undesignated Gary DeBoer
Ashley Ihry Immanuel Forward Gary DeBoer
Barb Moe MWAM - Lunch Bunch Adrian & Jean Olson
Virgil & Melva Panitzke Milestone Ministry Gary DeBoer
Adrian & Jean Olson Immanuel Forward Ken Moe
Adrian & Jean Olson Immanuel Forward Gary DeBoer
Fred & Claudia Tessmer Undesignated Adrian & Jean Olson
Dennis & LuAnn Henrichs Quilters Jean Olson
Ken & Sandy Johnson Immanuel Forward Gary DeBoer
Jim & Meredith Bloedel Undesignated Gary DeBoer
Marian Segersten Immanuel Forward Adrian & Jean Olson
Mike & Karen Midthun Quilters Adrian & Jean Olson
Virgil & Melva Panitzke Milestone Ministry Adrian & Jean Olson
Paul & Jill Mattson Area of Greatest Need Adrian & Jean Olson

Karen DeBoer, on behalf of various donors for Immanuel Forward, Malawi, Good Samaritan, Youth,

Quilters, in memory of Gary DeBoer

July Lectionary Texts

July 5 Zechariah 9:9-12  Psalm 145:8-14 Romans 7:15-25a
July 12 Isaiah 55:10-13 Psalm 65:9-13 Romans 8:1-11
July 19 Isaiah 44:6-8 Psalm 86:11-17 Romans 8:12-25
July 26 1 Kings 3:5-12 Psalm 119:129-136 Romans 8:26-39
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A
d’g . & Brian Kimbler in the fireside room.

O/p} Anyone who has experienced the loss of a loved one is welcome to a Grief
o Support Group at Immanuel. The group will meet on the following dates:
v RN July 8 & 22; August 12 & 26. Meetings are at 6pm and will be led by Pastor

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Matthew 13:24-43
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52




JUDI AND DON HENDRICKSON
The House Burned to the Ground!

Can you imagine? Not a toothbrush, not one pair of underwear, not another change of
clothes, only those you are wearing. How to process the devastation?

Then a lot of phone calls. First, | would assume, the insurance company? Then who else
needs to be notified? What must be going through your mind? How totally
overwhelming!!!!

The news of this house fire may be misleading. The owner of the house is Judi’s daughter,
Lisa, but Judi and Don’s home was in the basement. So, Lisa lost her house, her home and
also all of her belongings.

*****Please attend “THE MEAL with a MISSION” or consider a donation to Judi and Don to
support them during this major disruption to their normal way of life.

Heavenly Father,
We know you are in control of this situation and we trust that YOU will bring comfort and
strength to Judi & Don through their faith in YOU.

Meal withv v Midaien

Sundoy, July 5, 2026
10:30 av.mu.

Benefitting Don & Judi Hendrickson
(lost home to fire)

Women of Immanuel

Thank you to all who attended our Salad Luncheon on June 6! There was a great turnout,
lots of delicious food, beautiful piano music played by Judi Burson and a wonderful guest
speaker!

Thank you to Jane Troge for being our guest speaker and sharing information on flower
arranging. So much was learned by everyone. Now we can use what we learned as we

begin to harvest all those beautiful flowers that we planted this spring.

Thank you to Bonnie LaPierre for providing the luscious dessert!



HELP NEEDED!!

Everyone’s help is needed when you are using the kitchen facilities. On numerous
occasions we have had to clean utensils and/or pans prior to using them. So, before you
put items away, please make sure they are CLEAN for the next group to use. YOUR HELP

IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Pat Neros

Special congregational meeting:
Your input & vote are needed

The council of Immanuel Lutheran Church is calling for a special congregational meeting on
Sunday, July 12, to discuss and vote on the opportunity to purchase the grass field on the
south side of our main parking lot.

Father Eli from St. Joseph Catholic Church of Crosby approached the council to inquire if we
were interested in purchasing this lot. It is approximately .66 acres and has city water and
sewer. Currently, with St. Joseph’s permission, we use it for overflow parking and for
storing snow, saving us the expense of having the snow hauled away.

A committee representing the council, the property team, and the finance committee have
been meeting to gather facts and work on a proposal to purchase the property. The
council has signed a letter of intent, necessary at this time to keep the property off the
market and to lock in a special rate at the bank. We are under no obligation to purchase.

At the congregational meeting we will discuss the pros and cons of owning the property,
what it might mean for the future of Immanuel, and financing ideas and concerns. Please
plan to attend to voice your opinion and ask your questions.. We must have a quorum of
the membership to conduct a vote, so your attendance is important.

-Wade Burlet, Lynette Dehning, Deb Eatros, George Erickson, Nancy Evans, Harry Kahnert,
Char Kinzer, Jim Stolle, Jim Traylor, Nick Zillmer




SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
NOVEMBER 7,2026

A Meal With A Mission to raise monies for our Spirit of Christmas Bazaar will be served on
August 2", Monies from this event will help with the necessary purchases to defray costs
needed for coffee, apple cider, baking supplies, caramel/cinnamon rolls for sale at the
Bazaar and advertising. Please watch for sign up information on the back of the welcome
slip at the end of June and beginning of July. Help will be needed for preparation on
Saturday, August 1t and serving the meal on Sunday August 2.

The Team Leaders Kick off Meeting has been changed from July to September 16th at 6:30
in the Fellowship Hall. Summer is a busy time for all of us. Also, the Manna For Malawi
event needs everyone's help. If you have not helped with the event in the past, please
volunteer.

Marsha Larson has volunteered to be the TEAM CAPTAIN for the Bazaar Raffle! Thank you,
Marsha! Please let her know if you would like to be a CO-CAPTAIN. Her phone number is
218-546-6065. It is a big job and help is always needed. Jeff Olson, Kim Gibson, Jack
Schubert and an anonymous donor are donating raffle items. Please let us or Marsha if you
would like to donate an item for the raffle. Last year the raffle raised $1,645.00.

ATTENTION ALL lefse chefs...In honor of Jean Olson, we would like to continue selling lefse
at the Bazaar. Please let us know if you would be willing to make lefse to sell at the Bazaar.
It can be made ahead of time, frozen at ILC and thawed for the Bazaar. Or if a group of
lefse chefs would like to use ILC's kitchen to gather in fellowship to make lefse, please tell
Patty or me of your plans.

Sandy Davis will not be able to be a Team Captain for the wreath making project this year
for the Bazaar. Thank you Sandy (Denny also) for all your hard work last year! Having
wreaths for sale is a big part of the bazaar. Please prayerfully consider being a Team
Captain. You will have lots of help! If you have any questions regarding what being a Team
Captain involves, please phone Sandy (218-838-9675).

It warms our hearts to think of all the crafters working on projects for the Bazaar!
If you have questions, please give us a phone call: Co-Chairs Carol Pundt 218-678-3256

(landline) and Patty Kahnert 612-385-2927. We are very thankful for our Immanuel Families'
dedication to making the 2026 Spirit of Christmas Bazaar a success!



Transition Steering Committee

Immanuel Lutheran Church is excited to announce the formation of a Transition Steering
Committee as we continue our journey toward calling a new pastor.

Members appointed by the Church Council to serve on this team include Jim Bloedel, Nancy
Evans, Deb Koop, Dave Peterson, and Terri Wisniak.

The journey has already begun with our History Profile Team. John Klopfleisch, LuAnn
Henrichs, Terry Wisniak, Paula Traylor, Vicki Marquart, and Marian Segersten have
completed a profile documenting the history and key facts of our congregation. This
information will serve as an important foundation as we develop our overall congregational
profile.

The goal of the Transition Steering Committee is to gather information from members and
friends of Immanuel that will help create a comprehensive profile of our congregation—its
history, culture, ministries, and vision for the future. This profile will help identify the
qualities, gifts, and leadership characteristics our congregation desires and needs in a new
pastor. The information will ultimately assist the Call Committee as it considers potential
pastoral candidates.

Over the coming months, we may conduct surveys and host roundtable conversations to
learn more about who we are as a congregation today and how God is leading us into the
future. Information gathered through this process will be used to update our
congregational profile and provide greater clarity regarding our mission, ministry, and
purpose.

Your participation and input will be invaluable as we move through this important process
together. We want to hear every voice and encourage everyone to prayerfully consider
how they can engage in this work. Together, we can help shape the future ministry of
Immanuel and provide meaningful guidance as we seek the pastor God is calling to serve
among us.

Please keep the Transition Steering Committee and our congregation in your prayers during
this time of discernment.

Watch for additional information and opportunities to participate in the months ahead.
Yours in Christ,

Deb Koop



Manna for Malawi

Manna For Malawi
12th Annual Benefit Concert and Meal

Benefitting Malawi Orphan Care Project

Featuring

Sunday, August 9th 2:00-6:00pm
The Bridge Tavern, Hwy 6 N, Crosby

Pulled Pork Meal provided by
The Bridge Tavern beginning at 3:00pm

Silent Auction and Raffle Items
Activities for Children

All proceeds benefit Malawi Orphan Care Project
www.malawiorphancareproject.org

Our event is only 40 days away. Watch
for raffle tickets being sold and the
volunteer list for you to sign up.
Remember our event raises money to
feed and educate the registered children
of Malawi Orphan Care Project.

This fall we will have helped to support
Hastings Locksen through 4 years of
college and 91 students to high school
beyond 8™ grade. Education has the
capacity to strike down poverty and
inequality.

"Before we eat, let's say graze."




IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Meeting Minutes
June 16, 2026 5:30 p.m.

ATTENDEES
Meredith Bloedel

Wade Burlet
George Erickson
Char Kinzer
Debbie Lindahl
OPENING PRAYER: Pastor lan led the opening prayer.

Brian Marquart
Mary Ellen Perry
David Pundt

Paula Traylor

Pastor lan Hewitson

& & X X &

CALL TO ORDER: President Char Kinzer called the meeting to order at 5:36 pm.

Addition(s) to Agenda/Agenda Acceptance: Mary Ellen Perry moved that we accept the agenda as
written. Brian Marquart seconded her motion, and it was approved by voice vote.

JOYS OF IMMANUEL: Nancy Heise planted flowers in the garden in the Peace Walk; the Men’s Den will be
donating $300 to the Henrickson family at the Meal with a Mission event to be held on July 5 for the fire at
their home; and we’re having great summer attendance.

FINANCIAL REPORT:

Discussion/Acceptance: Paula Traylor moved that we accept the Financial Report. Debbie Lindahl
seconded her motion, and it was approved by voice vote.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Confirmation: Nancy Heise prepared a plan of action for the Confirmation program for the coming year
to include the current class to use the Luther House of Study lessons on baptism and communion before
their confirmation in October. The remaining confirmation students in their second year would be
recommended to use the NALC online Zoom program for their study, utilizing volunteers. We will need
volunteers/mentors for the remaining classes. Char Kinzer moved that we accept and implement Nancy’s
plan. Brian Marquart seconded her motion, and it was approved by voice vote.

Finance: No report.

Buildings and Grounds: The Committee completed the septic line repair at the parsonage. The
committee is also looking at what options are available to enhance the security system and make
recommendations.

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor lan reported that the Men’s Den will soon finish their Bible study guide.
Attendees at the weekly Adult Sunday School sessions will complete their study soon. Each group will
prepare questions based on their study to pass off to the Transition Steering Team to be included in
documents for potential minister candidates. Pastor lan will conduct a New Member class for six
families, some with children, in July.



Pastor lan moved that we close the church on Monday July 6, 2026 to allow the office staff to celebrate
the United States of America’s 250" Fourth of July. George Erickson seconded his motion, and it was
approved by voice vote.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Proposed Updates to Constitution and Bylaws: The Council examined and discussed proposed
changes to the Constitution and Bylaws. The completed documents will be presented to the
Congregation for approval at a later Congregation meeting.

2. St.Joseph’s Land/Immanuel Forward Request: Brian Marquart moved we set a Special
Congregational Meeting for July 12 to discuss and vote on the purchase of St. Joseph’s ball field.
Paula Traylor seconded his motion, and it was approved by voice vote.

3. Transition Steering Team Selection: Mary Ellen Perry moved that we facilitate the formation of
the Transition Steering Team, which will lead us to a Call Committee. George Erickson seconded
her motion, and it was approved by voice vote. The team selected was Deb Koop, Nancy West
Evans, Terri Wisniak, Dave Peterson and Jim Bloedel. All accepted and agreed to serve on the
team.

NEW BUSINESS

1. TOPS event: George Erickson moved that we allow the TOPS organization to use Immanuel
Lutheran Church for their fall open house event on October 10, 2026. David Pundt seconded his
motion, and it was approved by a voice vote.

COMMUNION ASSIGNMENTS FOR AUGUST

August 2: Paula Traylor; August 9: Mary Ellen Perry; August 16: Char Kinzer; August 23: Brian Marquart;
August 30: George Erickson

THE LORD’S PRAYER: Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer
ADJOURNMENT: Brian Marquart moved we adjourn 7:50 pm. His motion was seconded by Paula Traylor.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING July 21, 2026, 5:30 p.m.



SUNDAY MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
\1( _’3%, 8am Bible Study— | 7am Men’s Den
N. Evans
6pm Churchyard
Practice
2{"26_ 7 8 9 - 1
9.30am Worship - CHURCH OFFICE 9am Staff Meeting 8am Bible Study - 7am Men’s Den s 7 9:30am The Right Path
Churchyard CLOSED 9am Quilting N. Evans . Recovery Meeting
10:30am Meal with a 6pm Grief Support 6pm Churchyard
Mission for Don & Judi Meeting Practice
Hendrickson
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:30am Worship - 9am Staff Meeting 8am Bible Study - 7am Men’s Den 9:30am The Right Path
Churchyard A N. Evans 8:30am Building & Recovery Meeting
10:30am Coffee 4pm TOPS Grounds Meeting
Fellowship 9:30am Finance
10:45am Special Committee Mtg
Meeting of the 6pm Churchyard
Congregation Practice
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:30am Worship - 9am Staff Meeting 8am Bible Study - 7am Men’s Den 9:30am The Right Path
Blended 9am Quilting N. Evans Recovery Meeting
10:30am Coffee 4pm TOPS 5:30pm Council 2pm-6pm Youth 6pm Churchyard
Fellowship Meeting Gathering at the Practice
10:4§am New Member Traylor residence CEIr i T DEeaT
Session #1 & Nancy Heise
6pm Grief Support
Meeting
26 27 28 29 30 31
9:30am Worship - 9am Staff Meeting 8am Bible Study - 7am Men’s Den Altar Guild — Bonnie LaPierre
Blended 4pm TOPS N. Evans & Amy LaPierre
10:30am Coffee 6pm Churchyard
Fellowship Practice

10:45am New Member
Session #2
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