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. . . . in Prayer Ministry 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Light is the Symbol of Christ. 

He said, “I am The True Light and whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness but will have The Light of Life. 

Light of God Brightens the World. 

Since ancient times, light and fire show us that God is here with us. 

When we light candles, where people gather to worship, we are 

reminded that God is Everywhere! The Light of Jesus Christ shows 

the world that He is for All People Everywhere! 

The lighted candle symbolizes a Child of Light, a Child of God. 

Lighting a candle is a way to arm one's will to follow Jesus' 

example of being, The Light of the World. 

Like a candle, our hearts have the ability to ignite love in others. 

Through our actions, we can inspire others to love and be loved. 

A burning candle melts slowly and slowly gives out light. Our life 

should mirror the burning candle. We should live our life with 

happiness which brightens our life and the lives of others. 

Throughout history, lit candles signify the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. The bouncing, burning light reminds us that 

although we cannot see Him, the Holy Spirit will ignite a type 

of fire within us to find Jesus Christ as the Light of Life. 

The candle symbolizes Light in the Darknessof Life. Lit in times 

of death, they signify the light in the next world. They represent 

Christ as the Light. Resurrection, the new life beginning with the 

loss of sin, is to the glory of the sacrifice Jesus Christ made for us. 

Light leads to Everlasting Life. 

Let your Light Shine! 
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                  IMMANUEL’S STORY  

                   in Scripture & Study  

for Worship 

 

 

Sunday, January 1st, 2023 

Scripture:  Psalm 148 

Matthew 2:3-23 
  

Sunday, January 8th, 2023 

Scripture:  Psalm 29 

Matthew 3:13-17 
  

Sunday, January 15th, 2023 

Scripture:  Psalm 40:1-11 

John 1:29-42 
  

Sunday, January 22th, 2023 

Scripture:  Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

Matthew 4:12-23 

 

Sunday, January 15th, 2023 

Scripture:  Psalm 15 

Matthew 5:1-12 
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. . . . in Donations 

When considering Memorial/Honorarium Donations, please prioritize these ministries and 
needs: 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL   QUILTING          MILESTONE MINISTRIES             GENERAL ACCOUNT 

Any questions on quilting, please contact Karen Midthun at: 218/791-0171. 

Milestone Ministries, Scholarship Fund is a sub account of the Memorial Savings Account.  Milestone Ministries is 

used to support all Baptism and Confirmation expenses. 

For a complete list of  ministries, please contact the church office. 

                             A huge thank you to all who support these important ministries! 

                                              General Operating Budget Report 

 

                                NOVEMBER 2022       NOVEMBER 2021              YTD 2022                   YTD 2021 

Budget*                                          35,074                      32,848                               385,814                        361,328 

General Fund Giving                      32,806                      32,895                               376,872                        349,654 

General Fund Expense                    33,386                      15,230                               342,293                        331,533 

Net Income                                         -580                       17,665                                34,579                           18,121 

*2021 Numbers are based on Accrual Accounting 

   Thank you for your faithful giving! 

    

 

Building 

Fund 

 

Financial  

Report 

 

                         Major Capital Improvement Fund 

    Balance:  11/1/22                     $117,846.51 

        Current Deposits       $1,186.69 

     Current Reserve            $250.00                      2,750.00 

        Current Withdrawals          $— 

    Balance:   11/30/22                                              $119,283.20 

 

 



. . . in Pastor’s Perspective  
 

January 2023 - “New Year Resolutions” 

 

Are you making any personal New Year resolutions this year?  I can’t say I have 
much of a history with making and/or keeping them.  I don’t need New Year’s to 
nudge me to try to eat better, get in better shape, get better organized, etc.  I feel 
those urges all throughout the year, not only at New Year’s.    
 
Resolutions are not only personal, but can also be corporate.  It’s been awhile 
since I have been at a church assembly where there have been formal resolutions 
to be discussed, debated and voted upon.  When put on paper for the voting mem-
bers, the resolution usually has a particular form and outline complete with all the 
“Whereas” declarations and finally the “Be it resolved” (resolution) portion at the 
end. In that spirit, I offer the following New Year Resolution for the people of God 
who gather at Immanuel:   
 
WHEREAS…For God so loved the world that he gave his only beloved Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life (John 
3:16); 
WHEREAS…For we are saved by grace through faith. And you can’t take credit 
for it, it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 
done, so none of us can boast about it.  For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has cre-
ated us anew in Christ, so that we can do things he planned for us long ago. 
(Ephesians 2:8-19); 
WHEREAS…And we know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God and are called according to his purposes. (Romans 8:28); 
WHEREAS…We are convinced that nothing ever separates us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:38); 
WHEREAS…Jesus tells us to “Go and make disciples of all the nations… and re-
member, I (Jesus) am with you always, even to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18
-20); 
BE IT RESOLVED… to be glad for all God is planning for you, to be patient in 
times of trouble, and to always be prayerful. (Romans 12:12)  
That’s one resolution I think we can all live with!  Blessings in the New Year!  
Pastor Paul 
 
 

Page 10 Immanuel’s Story 

Pastor Paul J. Mattson 
218.546.6010 
pauljm@immanuelcrosby.org 

Volume 37, Issue 1 
Page 3 

. . . in Children’s Ministry: 

In Sunday School, children were assigned their parts in the annual Christmas Program, and began to practice speak-
ing lines and songs during Sunday School in November and December. Children also learned about the Season of 
Advent, interacting with smaller versions of an Advent Wreath. Our Christmas Program was held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18th, during the 10:30 service. Many thanks to our amazing Sunday School team of Linnea Laffin, James and 
Lindsay Freese, and Ricky Aulie for all your hard work and dedication to the Sunday School Christmas Program! Al-
so to parents who dedicate time to transporting kids to and from the many places they must go, and helping prepare 
their children from home. Sunday School will resume Sunday, January 8th, where we will begin learning about the 
Lord’s Prayer. Our 3rd Graders will be learning about some “Bible Basics” prior to receiving a bible of their own, as a 
“Faith Milestone” that gets celebrated here at Immanuel. An educational session for 3rd Graders and their parents and/
or adult faith mentors will be held on Sunday, January 22nd, from 11:30-12:30 in Fellowship Hall. Presentation of 3rd 
Grade bibles will be held during the 10:30 service on Sunday, January 29th. Any child/youth who did not have an op-
portunity to receive a bible in 3rd Grade is welcome to participate! 

. . . in Youth Ministry: 

Confirmation students are continuing to learn from lessons in The Lord’s Prayer, as it is broken down little by little, 
for a deeper understanding of each component. If you haven’t done this as an adult, I highly recommend! As a re-
minder, Confirmation class is held on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month, from 5:00pm-7:30pm. Any student 
in 7th-9th grade may join anytime. Contact Jill DeCent with interest and/or questions. Our Youth Group continue to 
journey through “Youth Alpha” learning to engage in conversations about faith, God, and the meaning of it all. All 
youth 7th-12th grade have been invited to attend a Youth Retreat weekend at Camp Shamineau (Located in Staples, 
MN) titled “Winter Wipeout.” This will be held January 13th-15th. Thanks to fundraising and generous donations, 
youth will not have any out -of -pocket expenses for this trip. Praise be to God!  A Christmas party was held for all 
youth on December 21st, where they played games, ate delicious food and treats, had fun in a photo booth complete 
with props, and did a gift exchange game. Our First Confirmation class of the new year will be held Wednesday, Jan-
uary 4th.  

. . . in Family Ministry: 

As a new tradition, any month that has a 5th Wednesday during the school year will be a “Family Night” at ILC-all 
youth and their families welcome, as well as anyone, any age, who would like to join in on fun, food, and fellowship! 
In November, families had a blast playing bingo, complete with a prize table. We look forward to the next Family 
Night in March,-watch for more information as the date draws closer. In the new year, also watch for more opportuni-
ties for parents/guardians/faith mentors to gather in faith, and be provided with more resources for providing faith at 
home. 

A new year always brings an opportunity for new beginnings, fresh perspectives, and re-sets. What would you like to 
incorporate into your daily faith walk? Your faith walk as a family? Let’s work on this together! 

Happy New Year!                   Jill DeCent, Family Ministry Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    



  

. . . .  in Women of Immanuel  
 
On Saturday, December 10th, Women of Immanuel met to distribute funds from our Spirit of Christmas Bazaar.   
Below is a recap of how these funds were disbursed. 
Thanks to everyone for supporting our Spirit of Christmas Bazaar! 
 
LSS Homeless Youth        $500.00 
Interfaith Volunteers      700.00 
Cuyuna Range Food Shelf    500.00 
Brainerd Women’s Shelter    500.00 
Aitkin Women’s Shelter    500.00 
Adult Teen Challenge       1,000.00 
Cuyuna Range Youth Center   500.00 
REC           500.00 
CRES-Needy Student Fund   800.00 
C-I Needy School Fund     800.00 
JFHML-Hallett Library     500.00 
Pohl Children’s Fund     250.00 
Lakes Area Chaplaincy         500.00 
Immanuel Lutheran Church- 
     Paraments/Banners       2,000.00 
     Quilter’s          500.00 
     Youth          400.00 
      Sunday School       400.00 
      VBS           500.00 
      Youth Camp Fund      500.00 
       Path For Hope        500.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL      $12,350.00 
Attending:    Ginny Larson                        Jill Decent 
                     Nancy Nyvold                      Nancy Evans 
                     Karen DeBoer                      LuAnn Henrichs 
                     Sue Schubert                        Eileen Patrick 
                     Jan Doonan                          Pat Neros 
 
                                                                                                                      God’s Blessing, 

                                                                               Ginny, Pat & Eileen 
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Kitchen Update 

Twelve additional coffee carafes have been purchased for our kitchen and three (3) of 
them have been designated as “Hot Water Only”.  So PLEASE do not put coffee in 
them!  Even though these carafes can be put in the dishwasher we are recommending to 
hand rinse/wash as they will last much longer. 

Thank you for following the above request. 
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January  

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Nathan & Nancy Horner                  01/02/2010 

Jon & Shasta Souhrada                    01/06/2007 

Kevin & Angela Reinhart                01/21/2006 

Richard & Alison Koop                   01/23/2021 

Steve & Marian Freese                     01/27/1973 

. . . in Special Milestones! 

 

 

 

1 Rita Beard, Lisa Miller, James Ysseldyke, Jean Sachs 

2 Dolores Peterson, Jessey Johnson 

3 Carl Kurtz 

4 Dextor Abear, Anita Burns, Paul Rinde,  

  Candy Turner, Nathan Horner 

5  Autumn Anderson, Linnea Laffin, Jada Mitchell 

6  David Peterson, Dennis Peterson, Kaitlin Sharp 

7 Sharon Kleinschmidt, Whitney Laborde,    

      Kyja Lindahl 

9    Jacob Bourgeois, Gabriel Gibson, Mark Bjornstad 

      Barb Moe, Kaeli Salzwedel 

10 Tim Bongs, Denise Kalevik, Kole Nixon, 

      Erica Jones 

11 Kenneth Landborg 

12  Brad Holmvig, Darlene Peterson 

13  Don Nyvold, Maurice Oman 

14 Cory Kovatovich 

15 Christina Nelson, Karen Rosecrans 

18  Kevin Martini, John Rosecrans 

20 Adrian Olson, Mitchell Reagan, Diane Van Krevelen, 

      Svea Johnson 

21  Shyanne Lubovich 

22  Bonnie Fairchild, Aribell Radinovich 

24 Peter Nordell 

25 Lynn Harker, Lois Laughton 

27  Hannah Bliss, John Klopfleisch, Miranda Caddy 

28  Kimberly Kayfes 

29  Ken Chamberlin, Jon Ustipak 

30 Leroy Bohlin, Ellyot Hoyt, Heather Nixon 

31 Lochlann Booth, Jacob Frahm                                                      



. . . . in Attendance 
 

Sunday, November 20, 2022 
 

                 9:00am                          125 
               10:30am                            65 
               Total                                             190                                    
 
 

Wednesday, November 23, 2022 

     

                  6:45pm                          65 
 

          Total                                           65 
 
 
November Total                                         712 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 
 

                 9:00am                          135 
               10:30am                            74 
                  Total                                         209 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 
 

                        9:00am                        100 
                      10:30am                          63 
                         Total                                       163 
 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 
 

                        9:00am                        110 
                      10:30am                          69 
                         Total                                        179 
 
 
December Total-to-Date                                549 
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A Prayer for Our New Year 
May God make the coming year 

a Blessed and Happy One, 

Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, 

but by strengthening us to bear it as it comes,  

walking with us every step of the way 

as He has promised. 

Not by making our paths easy,  

but by lifting us up to travel any path we face, 

bearing us up on wings, like eagles; 

Not by taking hardships from us, 

but by taking fear from all our hearts, 

knowing that He is always with us; 

Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, 

but by encouraging us to seek His light, 

and His ways, even in the shadows; 

Not by making our lives always pleasant, 

but by showing us when people/causes need us most,  

and by making us anxious to be there to help. 
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. . . .  in Handbell Ministry 

 
Hallelujah Handbells – It’s hard to believe that Christmas is only 2 weeks away!  The bell choir 
has been busy practicing for 3 days of performances this month.  We performed at both worship 
services on Dec. 11th and will be performing at the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve service.  We were also 
asked to perform for the Care Center residents on Tuesday, Dec 20th  at 5:45 p.m. and a little birdie 
told me Santa and Mrs. Claus will be joining the festivities!   We also welcomed 3 new ringers re-
cently – Amy, Charlie, and Jake.   

Attention kids (and parents reading this!) -  Chapel Chimers will be practicing on Wednesdays 
from 5 to 6 p.m. beginning on January 4th.  This will be for kids in 3rd grade and older.  With every-
one having such busy schedules and other week night activities, I think Wednesdays are the best 
option at this point.   

Dee Dee Frahm, Handbell Director 

 
 

. . . . in Memorials & Honorariums Given In December: 

Quilter’s Fund 
In memory of Shirley Harker by Marian Segersten            In memory of Shirley Harker by Hal/Judy Kirchoff 
In memory of Shirley Harker by Don/Nancy Nyvold         In memory of Shirley Harker by Ade/Jean Olson 
In memory of Shirley Harker by Stan/Mary Nagorski        In memory of Shirley Harker by Gary/Karen DeBoer 
In memory of Shirley Harker by Randy/Amy Stanfield    In memory of Shirley Harker by Jon/Audrey Wittnebel 
 
Milestone Ministry 
By Denny & LuAnn Henrichs 
 
Undesignated 
In memory of Shirley Harker by Denny & LuAnn Henrichs 
In memory of Jeff G. Oliphant from Bruce & Mary Oliphant 

In honor of Children, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren by Denny & LuAnn Henrichs 

In  memory of June & Wayne Leopold by Stan & Mary Nagorski 

In honor of all CI Grads who passed before their time by Stan & Mary Nagorski 

In memory of Dale & Barb Habighorst by LeRoy Habighorst 

In memory of Karen Anderson, Paul Burson & Doug Last by Wives and Sisters: Bette, Kathie and Judi 

By Leroy Habighorst 

 
Youth 
In memory of Gwen Reagan by Mitch & Sue Reagan 

In memory of  Ed and Mardie Radinovich from Mitch & Sue Reagan 

 
Malawi 
In memory of  Shirley Harker from Mary & Bruce Oliphant 

TOTAL $490.00 
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. . .  FOR SALE:  Annual Immanuel  

              Rummage Sale! 

 
Anyone interested in chairing or co-chairing this very worthwhile mis-
sion, please contact the church office. 

 
This annual rummage sale provides substantial and affordable needs for 
many kids and adults of our community.   Also, the proceeds of the rum-
mage sale and the bazaar are combined and the money is used to support community missions. 
 
 

 . . .  in Semi-Annual Calendar Meeting 

 
There will be a meeting of all Ministries and SRT Captains on Tuesday, January 3, 2023 at 10:00am 

for those that need to add, delete or change anything on the Master 2023 Year Calendar in the office.  

Please bring your information for up to and including July 2023.  If you cannot make the meeting, 

please be sure to get any information for the calendar to Brenda Hayes by January 3, 2023 or call: 

218-546-6010, office@immanuelcrosby.org. 

 

. . .  in Annual Reports 
 
It’s that time of year again to start preparing yourself for the end of the year reports.  We need all fi-
nancial and annual reports by January 15, 2023 because we need to have the reports out two weeks 
prior to the annual meeting on February 12, 2023.  Please take into consideration the time it takes to 
prepare these reports.  I look forward to everyone’s understanding the need to have your reports 
turned in by January 15, 2023.  Any questions or concerns regarding the timeline, please feel free to 
contact me (Brenda Hayes) at 218-546-6010 or office@immanuelcrosby.org.  Thank you! 
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 . . .  New Staff Member 

 

Have you ever prayed for something and didn’t hear an answer? Maybe the timing 

wasn't right. Maybe, just MAYBE, the answer was no.  

Not too long ago, my daughter Bella said to me, “God’ s rejection is my protec-

tion.” As a mother to a 12 year old, you can imagine my jaw dropping in awe. YES! 

You’re absolutely correct, my dear child! Let’s praise Him and be glad.  

I came to Immanuel Lutheran Church in the beginning of 2012. I was a hair stylist at 

the time, doing my friend’s hair for her wedding here. I sat in the very back pew, as I 

didn’t know what to do, and what if people stare at me? After listening to Pastor 

Paul’s message, I couldn’t help but want more. I needed to hear more of what he was 

saying. Have you ever had a message seem as though it was meant just for you? Have you ever been so moved by the 

Holy Spirit that you’ve fallen to your knees or cried tears of joy and you point up to the heavens and say, I KNOW 

that was You!!  

I never understood the concept of praying before that day. I remember thinking, what do I say? What do I do? Is He 

really going to hear me? It wasn’t part of my life, but I knew I wanted to find out. I got more involved and I became a 

member here in the fall of ‘12.  

Our walk in life is never easy. Whether we struggle with addiction, broken homes, or even death. It’s hard! You see, I 

had a brother that passed away in a car accident in ‘97. He was 11 years old and I was 16 and pregnant with my sec-

ond child. I was angry. “Why me?” I cried. And, in those sorrows, I created a victim mentality. I was the victim of 

my own demise. Those were the times when I wasn’t walking with God and it was dark, and depressing. Less than a 

year after I joined ILC, my mom passed away from complications from diabetes. I didn’t ask why this time. I asked 

what….what are you trying to show me, Lord? Let me tell you, He showed me that He still loved me, even in my tur-

moil. He showed me my church family here. People I could turn to and pray with. It was in 2016 when I first started 

working here as an Office Assistant. Now, more than ever, I know God was leading me here. I didn’t see it then. I 

didn’t understand. It was after the loss of my husband, when I realized I’ve been guided by Him to be here all along. 

My church family rallied around me and protected me and loved me continuously, faithfully. My church family is 

YOU! Everyone here at this congregation, in some way, shape or form, we’re here together! In brokenness, we find 

hope. In heartache, we find love. I’m thankful for everything life has thrown my way, good or bad, because it has 

lead me to become the person I am today. I’m a proud mother of 4, with 4 bonus children. I’ve been blessed with 4 

beautiful grandchildren, and another one on the way! I have found the man my heart has longed for, Brandon Turk, 

and we are excited to announce our union in marriage before God on January 1, 2023, right here at Immanuel Luther-

an Church. The place I call “home.”  

I’m so glad to be back here and to SERVE you!  Thank you, God, for your immense and unwavering love! AMEN! If 

you need to get a hold of me, my office hours are: Mondays, Tuesdays, & Wednesdays, from 8:30-3:30.  

Feel free to call me at the office 218-546-6010 or you can text/call my cell 218-866-2718. My email is  

sallyt@immanuelcrosby.org 

                                                                                                                   Sally Turk, Member Ministry Coordinator  

God Loves You and So Do I!  


