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ABOUT IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

           Vision 

 A vibrant, diverse and healthy community of faith where lives are changed by God’s love,  
          given in Jesus Christ; where people of all ages are invited and challenged 
 to become disciples of Jesus in their daily lives; 
 where real people experience healing, help, hope and harmony. 
 
 
          Mission 

 To welcome all people 
 to GATHER in worship, 
 to GROW in God’s Word and grace, 
 and to GO forward in faith and serve others in Jesus’ name. 
 
 
           Values 

 Learning and growing in faith in Jesus Christ, 
 compassion, humility, patience, acceptance 
 personal integrity, honesty and accountability 
  
 
          Beliefs 

 Immanuel teaches that God… 
•  Has entered human history in the person of Jesus Christ 
•  That we may know, experience and share the love and grace of God; 
•  Has revealed God’s truth and grace in the Holy Bible; 
•  Is present with us at all times through the Holy Spirit; 
•  Works through the church, the people of God, 
•  Healing and changing lives through the Word and sacrament 
•  of Jesus Christ. 
•  Calls Christians to live lives of renewal and service, 
•  To welcome and accept others no matter where they are on their faith  journey, 
•  To practice compassion and justice as a sign of Christ’s presence, 
•  To discover one’s gifts for the building up of the people of God. 
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2022 Annual Meeting 

Celebrating the Life and Mission of God 

Among the People of Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Crosby, MN 

February 13, 2022 

Agenda 

 

 

 

Call to Order 

Declaration of Quorum  

Opening Prayer 

Reading of Mission and Vision Statements 

Questions and/or Comments from Ministry Teams and Leaders 

Comments and/or Questions on Pastor’s Report 

Congregational Business 

• Vote to accept minutes from February 2021 Annual Meeting (see pgs. 41-42 of Annual Report)  

• Vote to accept proposed Mission Investment Plan (Budget) for 2022 (see pgs. 15-19 in Financial Report) 

• Approval of Benevolence/Mission Support for 2022 (see page 9 in Financial Report) 

• Election of 2 new Council Members: TBA 

• Installation of 2022 Officers and new Council Members 

 President: Deb Koop 

 Vice-President: Tom Nixon 

 Recording Secretary: Nancy Evans 

 New Council Members: TBA 

• Discussion of children and youth ministry staff position 

Elections 

 Nominating Committee for 2022 

 Two delegates for LCMC Annual Gathering – October 2-5, Lakeville, MN 

• Celebrating the joys of Immanuel 
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Closing Prayer  

Leader: Let us pray together: 

All: 

 Your Church is composed of people like me. 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do good work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite people and bring them in. 

It will be a Church where people grow in faith and serve you, if I am open to such growth and service. 

Therefore, with your help Lord, we shall dedicate ourselves to the task of being all things you want your 

Church to be. 

Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine in the kingdom. And the power, and the glory, 

Forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Adjournment 
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 Pastor’s Report – 2021 

Rev. Paul J. Mattson 

     Immanuel Lutheran Church of Crosby 

 

God is good!  God is faithful!  God is at work for good through ALL circumstances. (Romans 8:28) 

It was certainly a year of interesting “circumstances” as we made our way through another year of 

dealing with the realities of the pandemic. 

Through it all, the mission and ministry of Christ at Immanuel has continued and advanced.  Times 

of worship, the sacraments of Holy Communion and Holy Baptism thrived, weddings and funerals 

were performed and provided, and most importantly, the Word of God was proclaimed.  Hallelujah!  

And we are making our way technologically; with email, website, podcasts and now live-streaming. 

This year brought some transitions in our children and youth ministries.  Special thanks to Jill De-

Cent (Children’s Ministry Coordinator) and Tammy Freeburg (Youth Ministry Coordinator) for their 

work and passion with these important ministries.  

As you may know, as a congregation, we made children and youth ministry a goal and priority a 

number of years ago.  It might be time (which I think it is) to consider a staffing position for a Fami-

ly Ministry Coordinator position, which would oversee both children and youth ministries.  And 

might we even consider making this a full-time position?  With benefits?  This might be a stretch, 

but it is something for us to think and pray about. 

To be sure, we are very blessed with those who have stepped up to serve on our Church Council and 

those who are currently serving on staff.   They all have hearts for God, and for the mission of Christ 

at Immanuel.  We are truly blessed with wonderful people in leadership! 

Together as council and staff, we are currently reading and learning from the book, “Learning to 

Lead Like Jesus,” by Boyd Bailey.  We make it a priority to always be learning as disciples and fol-
lowers of Jesus. 

In many ways, due to the pandemic, we are still “incubating” several ministries until the grip of the 

pandemic leaves us.  But I am very confident and certain that the mission of Christ, which is God’s 

movement of love in the world, will continue to thrive and advance in these uncertain times. 

God just has a habit of doing that! 

Thankful for that, and for YOU!   

And as always, thankful for the privilege and opportunity to serve as your pastor. 

In Christ - Pastor Paul 
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                                                       Church Council Annual Report 2021 

                                                    Deb Koop,  President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Members: Pastor Paul Mattson, Nancy Evans, Tom Nixon, Bonnie Goshey, Peter Nordell, Deb Koop, Jim 
Patrick, Kevin Martini, Sue Schubert, and Dan Wisniak  
 
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to 
His purpose.  Romans 8:28 
 
We are all called in some way to serve God and each other. I want to thank you for proving time and time again that 
you are willing to serve the needs of others through acts of service, acts of kindness and through prayer. As you read 
though through the rest of the annual reports you will see that we continue to minister in many ways within our 
Church and our community.  
 
We have been so blessed this past year to continue to pivot towards our new “normal”. We saw the return of in-person 
children and youth ministries, weddings, funerals, fellowship in between service (yay, doughnuts!) and other meet-
ings. It felt good to be able to just come to a Christmas Eve worship service without having to sign up. We know that 
connecting with others improves not just emotional health but also physical health.  
 
We continue to look at all avenues to include people who may not be able to attend worship services in-person. Add-
ing live-streaming video for our worship services supports those worshiping at home to have a closer connection, the 
feeling of belonging. I attended my first live-stream funeral of a loved one, I would not have been able to attend other-
wise this winter. 
 
I want to thank our outgoing Council members, Dan Wisniak for 6 years of service and Jim Patrick for 3 years of ser-
vice on the Church Council. Their insights and wisdom will be missed. 
 
As a Church Council, one of our roles is to listen to the needs of the Church and respond to those needs. Please do not 
hesitate to talk to a council member to let us know about those needs and also about all the “good stuff” that is hap-
pening. One of the favorite parts of every Council meeting is to talk about the “Joys of Immanuel”. We are blessed 
that the joys lift us up to see what has been and can be accomplished within our Church by the grace of God.  
 
I pray that God continues to bless all of you with his grace and peace as we gather together as children of God, grow 
in God’s word and grace, and go out into the mission field to serve others, wherever that may be, at home, at work and 
in our community.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Deb Koop 
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2021 Audit Committee Report to Congregation 

 

Regretfully the Audit Committee was not able to meet in 2021 for several reasons.  

• COVID-19 issues 

• The church being closed with no services 

• Conflicting schedules of team members and staff 

• A personnel change in the Financial Treasurer position 

• A new filing system that doubles the necessary meeting time 

This team is still active and will be meeting again for 2022. If anyone has any questions of the audit committee, please 

contact John Klopfleisch at: 218/839-6518. 

 

Respectfully submitted the Audit Committee, 

John Klopfleisch 

Barb Hoemke 

Diane Hummel 

Holly Hunter 
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2021 SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
We began 2021 with three Sunday School classes, ranging in attendance anywhere from 1-15 children per class. 

Our classes were led by Linnea Laffin, who teaches our pre-k through kindergarten age group, Ricky Aulie, who 

teaches our 1st-3rd grade group, and James and Lindsay Freese, who teach our 4th-6th grade group. These were all re-

turning teachers from years past. I, Jill Decent, filled in where needed at times as instructor.  

We continued the year with the curriculum we had been using since purchased in 2020. This is a lectionary-based 

curriculum, which also gives us many online access-type options, also for other curriculum should we choose. Alt-

hough this curriculum served our ministry well, when I resigned from my position as “Children’s Ministry Coordi-

nator” in August, the Sunday School teachers came to a decision to utilize a new curriculum through Group Pub-

lishing. This curriculum had been used successfully in the past and requires little preparation time for class. It also 

includes almost all materials needed for lessons, which makes sense while there is no one serving currently as a co-

ordinator.  

We began Sunday School in September, kicking off with Rally Sunday, and the Blessing of the Backpacks. Classes 

continue to be led by Linnea Laffin, James and Lindsay Freese, and Ricky Aulie. New this year, our 1st-6th grade 

age group is now combined, while our Pre-K, and Kindergarten group remain together. In the absence of a Chil-

dren’s Ministry Coordinator, this team has really pulled together, along with Pastor Paul, to continue operations!  

  

        Jill DeCent, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
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Personnel Committee Annual Report 2021 

 

It has been another busy year for the Personnel Committee.  Covid continued to alter our way of doing business in the 

early months of 2021, but by the summer we were able to meet in person. 

Rick Kleinschmidt moved from the area in September therefore retiring from his position on the Personnel Commit-

tee.  He served for several years on the committee, and we will miss his guidance, leadership and dedication.  We 

wish him the very best in his new home and new faith community. 

Dan Wisniak replaced Karen Midthun on the committee as Church Council Liaison.  Peter Nordell came forward and 

filled the vacancy created by Rick’s departure.  Mary Aulie resigned from the committee, and Nancy Heise volun-

teered to fill the vacancy left by Mary.  We welcome the new members and thank them for volunteering their time and 

talents.   

There were also staff additions and departures in 2021.  Deb Eastros joined our staff as our new Financial Treasurer 

after independent accounting contractor Tom Bedard resigned in February. She has been busy developing and updat-

ing financial procedures and policies besides making improvements to our financial system so it is accurate and easier 

to understand.   

When Samantha Simons departed, the custodian position in the spring she was replaced by  Scott Olander.  With the 

resignation of Scott in the fall, the Personnel Committee recommended, and the Church Council moved forward with 

the hiring of Caitlin Robinson’s cleaning service ‘Got it Maid’.  Don Imberi who has been our back up custodian 

agreed to be available for light maintenance duties.  The committee greatly appreciates and thanks Don for being 

available to fill in when needed throughout the year. 

Jill Decent resigned as the Children’s Ministry Coordinator in the summer.  We miss her talents and dedication to this 

important ministry. We have been unable to fill the positions of Handbell Choir Director and Children’s Ministry Co-

ordinator.  Anyone interested in learning more about either of these positions are asked to please contact a member of 

the Personnel Committee. 

In other business, performance reviews were completed as scheduled and proposed wage increases were recommend-

ed to the Church Council. 

Thank you to our great church staff members.  Your time and talents are very much appreciated.  We also say thank 

you to Pastor Paul, the church committees, the Church Council, and our church family for their support. 

Members:  Dan Wisniak (Council Liaison), Peter Nordell, Nancy Heise, Sandy Twigg   
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 WORSHIP ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021 

 

But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal:  

“The Lord knows those who are his,”  

2 Timothy 2:19 

 

The Rhythm of Worship at Immanuel 

Immanuel offers two services each week on Sundays, at 9:00 am and at 10:30 am. We are able to offer a great variety 
of worship styles each month, due to the blessing of many talented musicians and worship leaders within our faith 
community. At the end of this year, we have the following service styles in place for each month: 

 

Week One   Blue Grass Gospel Worship with “Churchyard” Band Musicians 

Music drawn from Gospel, Blue Grass, and Traditional Resources 

 

Week Two   Traditional Worship & Liturgy with Piano accompaniment 

-  Music drawn from Traditional and Liturgical Resources 

 

Week Three  Contemporary Worship with “Wing and A Prayer” Band Musicians 

- Mostly Contemporary Songs,  

 

Week Four   Blended Worship with Keyboard and Guitar 

- Music drawn from both Contemporary & Traditional Resources 

 

Week Five   Blessed and Blended Worship with Keyboard and Guitar 

- Music drawn from both Contemporary & Traditional Resources 

 

2021 A Return to Tradition 

 

Jan -April The new Lectionary B service year placed focus on the Gospels of Mark and John.  

The shorter, no singing, socially distanced worship style continued. 

Worship Services on You Tube became a staple, with a goal of Livestreaming by 2022. 

Lenten services began with Ash Wednesday on February 17.   

The theme was God’s Love is Shown. 

As opposed to 2020, a complete Lenten season was offered including “Holy Week” services 

Easter was celebrated on April 4th. 

 

May   On May 23rd ILC was again able to honor and bless the 2021 CI graduating class. 

 After 8 years, Pastor Claudia Tessmer, stepped down from preparing the Prayers of the People.  
The worship coordinator took over the duty. 
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  June  On June 6th ILC returned to its standard format, (pre-Covid). Full pews, Singing 
   and Communion during the service. 
   A change was made to the 10:30 service to be more “Family Friendly” for the 
   Summer months 

 

     September On Sunday September 19th we began our Fall Congregational Study 

 “You Are Never Alone” by Max Lucado 

 

November  On November 7, All Saints Sunday, an “in memoriam” was conducted to honor all of the ILC 
family that had passed in the previous 12 months.  Judy Kirchoff rang the bell as each name was 
read off. 

 On November 21, ILC recognized new members who had joined the church.  
The “Praise and Pie” service returned on Thanksgiving eve.   

 

December On December 12 the Sunday School Christmas program returned and was enjoyed by all.  Many 
thanks to the dedicated Sunday School teachers who put it all together. 

 On December 19th Immanuel went “live” on YouTube.   

 On December 24th Candlelight services at 2pm 4pm and 8pm were held to welcome and cele-
brate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

We want to thank all of you who have been involved in our services, in any way.   

Worship returned to a traditional, 1 hour service that was posted weekly on the church’s’ website. The church also 
transmitted the live audio service to those who were within range of the transmitter.  

A new 3 camera digital video recording system was purchased and installed to allow Immanuel to “livestream” ser-
vices, funerals and special events. 

On December 19th Immanuel went “live” on YouTube.  Many thanks to Jody Stewart of Stewart Sound Systems for 
the installation, Tim Bongs and his team for making the transition seem effortless and to all those who contributed to 
this special ministry. 

   

2021 can only be typified as a year of transition.  As restrictions relaxed, Immanuel transitioned to a “new normal”.  
As in the past we will continue our faith journey at Immanuel as we GATHER FOR WORSHIP each week, to not on-
ly worship Almighty God, but to prepare as His disciples to go out into a very thirsty world and bring the Good News 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ to all those we meet. In this new year Immanuel was equipped itself with tools to 
spread that word even further. 

 

 

Psalm 84:10 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  

 

Prepared by Karlin Olson, Worship Coordinator 
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Tech Team Ministry 2021 Annual Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 was a big year for us.  Have some really nice new equipment this year, and are now able to 'Live Stream' the ser-
vices which includes Weddings and Celebration of Life services.  Thank you for all the volunteers that make the au-
dio and video department work well.   Thank you, to.....Dave Peterson, Terri Wisniak, David Pundt, Jack Schubert, 
Brenda Loftquist, Brenda Bongs, Judi Burson and Karlin Olson.  Thank you to the congregation as well.  This would 
not be possible without the help of all of you in the congregation.   Have a great 2022. 

                                                                                                           Tim Bongs, Tech Team Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                  

 
                                                    
 
                                                       
 

                                                   Altar Guild 2021 Annual Report  
 

The purpose of the Altar Guild is to take care of the altar area at church. We have 24 women that volunteer 
yearly; two women serve each month, with three substitutes to help if needed. 

Each week we vacuum and dust, fill the candles, set up and clean up for communion and change the banners 
according to the Church calendar for the current year. 

We are looking for substitutes. 

Currently, we are in the process of purchasing Trinity Sunday banners. 

We also now have a “bread team” that makes fresh bread for communion each Sunday, prior to Covid. 
Hopefully, it will resume sometime in 2022. 

                                                                                               Barb Moe, Altar Guild Coordinator 
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Home Communion Ministry 
Annual Report 2021 

 

We continue to bring home communion to our homebound members who re-
quest it.  We typically visit &/or call these members on a monthly basis.   

Please contact the church office (218-546-6010), or Mary Peterson (218-546-
6929) with any questions or requests. 

 

                              Blessings to all, Mary Peterson 
 

 
 
 
 

Monthly Cuyuna Range Care Center Communion Service 
Annual Report 2021 

 

In previous years, on the first Thursday of each month, a communion service was held at CRMA at 

10:00am in the Activity Room there. We have a team of volunteers from Immanuel who volunteer to 

help with these services. Those involved in past years are Phyllis Collignon, Karen Harrington, Judy 

Running, Dave & Claudia Peterson, Fred Fox and Mary Carlson. Ali Meyer, Director of Social Ser-

vices and Activities at CRMC is also involved.  

Because of the Covid pandemic, we have had no services at CRMC this year. As with many activi-

ties, these have been cancelled due to concerns for the health of the residents and the volunteers. It is 

hoped that we will be able to resume services again in 2022.  

                                                                Elaine Karel, Ministry Coordinator 

 

 

 

Cuyuna Range Care Center Sunday Worship Services 
Annual Report 2021 

 
 

Eight area churches in our area have been hosting Sunday afternoon worship services at the CRMC 

Care Center in past years. Those churches include Immanuel Lutheran, Assembly of God, Deerwood 

Baptist, Iron Range Christian Center, Salem Lutheran, Cascade United Methodist, LifeSpring and Bi-

ble Baptist. Volunteers gather to worship with residents.  

Unfortunately, with the Covid Pandemic, all such services have been put on hold. We were unable to 

have any of these services in 2021. We are hopeful that at some time in 2022 we will be able to re-

sume regular Sunday services. 

                                                         Elaine Karel, Member Ministry Coordinator  
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Women of Immanuel Annual Report 2021 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Thanks be to God; we were able to start up some of the women’s activities for 2021 and let us all pray that we can 

begin many more activities in this new year!   

They included the following: 

November:  Spirit of Christmas Bazaar 

December:  Advent Luncheon-attended by 10 women of Immanuel and 2 guests from Grace Lutheran 

Church of McGregor who recently joined NALC. 

                          Donation of funds received from Spirit of Christmas Bazaar.  

 

 

We are still in need of someone who will head up our Annual Rummage Sale.  Please prayerfully consider this great 

activity for the church and community! 

 

 

Hope to see you soon! 

 

 

Eileen Patrick & Pat Neros 
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Immanuel Women of the Word Financial Annual Report for 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Balance on hand Dec. 31, 2020      $6,530.82  

        

Income        

 2021 Interest   $2.61     

10/26 MWAM   $949.00    

11/15 Bazaar startup rtd.  $1,070.00    

 Bazaar sales   $10,114.00    

 Bazaar Kids Rooms  $178.25    

 Bazaar Food   $607.25    

 Bazaar Raffle   $1,510.00    

 TOTAL INCOME  $14,431.11   $14,431.11 

       $20,961.93 

Expenses        

        

6/17 M. Larson   $37.88    

10/14 Raffle startup   $70.00    

11/7 Confections   $186.39    

11/11 Roll supplies   $15.96    

11/12 Bazaar startup   $1,000.00    

11/15 Containers   $25.00    

11/16 NewsHopper   $40.00    

11/16 Cash Boxes   $64.35    

11/18 Cinn. Rolls   $98.04    

11/29 ILC Copies   $58.95    

11/23 Door Prizes   $48.00    

12/13 Interfaith Caregivers  $700.00    

 REC   $500.00    

 CRES Needy students  $800.00    

 Hallett Library   $500.00    

 C-I Food Shelf   $500.00    

 Adult Teen Challenge  $750.00    

 C-I Youth Center  $500.00    

 C-I H.S. Needy students  $800.00    

 ILC Care Kits   $800.00    

 ILC Sunday School  $375.00    
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Immanuel Women of the Word Financial Annual Report for 2021 
Continued 

 
 

 

Expenses 12/13 ILC Youth   $375.00    

 ILC Quilters   $500.00    

 AADA Women's Shelter  $500.00    

 Brainerd Women's Shelter  $500.00    

 LSS Homeless Youth  $500.00    

 ILC Malawi Education  $1,500.00    

 ILC Malawi Feeding Program  $1,500.00    

 Stamps   $11.60    

 C-I Courier   $33.40    

 Brainerd Dispatch  $200.00    

        

 Total Expenses  $13,489.57   $13,489.57 

        

 Balance as of Dec. 31, 2021     $7,472.36 
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2021 Confirmation Ministry Annual Report 

 

 

What is Confirmation at Immanuel? 

Confirmation is an intentional time of learning and fellowship to help young people prepare to make 

public affirmation of their faith.  It is also designed to explore and experience being an important and 

vital part of the faith community. 

At Immanuel, it involves three years of learning for students in 7th through 9th grades, with Confirma-

tion (making public affirmation of their faith) occurring in the Fall of 10th grade. 

 

Because of COVID 

We did not start formal confirmation classes until the Fall of 2021, resuming on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays of the month.  At the current time, we have over 20 students participating in the Confir-

mation program. 

This year, we are focusing on the Apostle’s Creed as we are including a number of students that 

should have been confirmed in the past two years, but were not able to do so because of the pandem-

ic.  The curriculum we are using is from Sola Publishing. 

For now, the plan is to confirm our 11th and 12th graders this Spring, and to confirm our 10th graders 

come Fall, so as to return to our annual rhythm of confirmation.  

A typical confirmation night begins with a meal at 6pm, followed by some singing, a fun game and 

then lesson time.  The evening concludes with small group time.   

Adult small group leaders include myself, Kevin Martini, Jan and Peter Nordell, Terri Wisniak, Paula 

Kovatovich, Jill Mattson and Marian Segersten. There were a variety of people who helped provide 

the meals for each session. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Paul Mattson 
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Youth Ministry Report 2021 

Hello Kingdom families!  

All praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of 

all comfort.  

 

This year began with some zoom “check-ins” with our youth to make sure we were all still con-

necting.  

 

When we were finally able to GATHER in person we began the “Alpha” series. Which was a 

great way for the youth to learn “just who this Jesus is” and how to invite him into your heart as 

your personal Savior. We also learned the importance of the Bible and useful tips on how to read 

the Bible. Christian values were also shared, articulated and encouraged. Afterwards was time to 

discuss what had been taught on that day’s lesson and “check-in” with their small group. Unfortu-

nately, we did not finish the series due to a round of covid among the youth, then summer break. 

We stopped the series (ironically) between two kingdoms.  

 

A couple of other ways we worked on helping our youth GROW was to interact with music re-

quests at the end of the evening. Encouraging their seeking the Lord in creative ways as they GO 

outside the doors of the church.  

It is written in the Psalms numerous times about how important our praise and worship with mu-

sic is.  

 

Psalm 105: Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

Is a Psalm that really speaks to my heart.  

 

This year we’ve had an increase in our youth volunteering! They became more accustomed to 

greeting and ushering. Most with their parents beside them, familiarizing them with the rest of the 

congregation. That is a good example of how to begin “faithwebbing”! That being said, it’s the 

10 minutes after the service that makes a person feel welcome. So don’t forget to say good bye 

and God bless!  

 

With the resurrection of Jesus in mind after Lent, we had a celebration! Playing the “right” “left” 

game with gifts that weren’t what they seemed on the outside (Jesus being only human) as they 

actually were (Jesus Son of God). Then it all went dark (Jesus’ death) and the youth found hiding 

spots throughout the church (being in the tomb) and a team of youth finding them (disciples). As 

they joined back together they were excited to share where they had been (Jesus and his fol-

lowers joy to be reunited before He ascended into heaven).  
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This activity was inspired through the training I received, during the shut-down from “Group 

U”. Weaving stories from Scripture and connecting it with the fun of something fun and out of 

the ordinary. GROW the inner “childlike faith”.  

 

It was great to utilize what I had learned in my training. Other trainings were also super helpful 

along the way as I referred back to them and prayed for God to use me.  

 

Moving along into High School Graduation. We celebrated their milestone in church with their 

families. Some of the youth that benefitted from them joining us on “Alpha” nights. Another 

great example of our “faithwebbing” plan in action. It’s hard to see them GO. We keep them in 

our prayers and our hearts. Thank God for them sharing some of their time and wisdom with 

the younger generation.  

 

GATHERing of a new age group, 6th graders! They all interacted so well together. What a 

blessing to see all of them GROW.  

 

Shortly after that Pastor Paul allowed me to have a sign designed. Which turned out beautifully 

and now sits on the west corner of the church yard facing the junior high ( technically under the 

snow lol). A wonderful way to encourage at-tendance from other students!  

 

A vital component to our Wednesday night schedule was a visit from Mary from the CRISIS 

prevention program. She taught us how to recognize and help process things like depression 

and suicide. We were also taught how to be a good friend. To yourself and others. Then GO be 

a light in the world. Just like Jesus.  

 

A question posed to the youth-“what does a frisbee, plants, a circuit board, and emotions have 

in common?”. Answer: invisible energy. God, the Holy Spirit, they power things.  

 

Charting into new territory, we decided to have Youth night through the summer.  

We have an amazing group of volunteers that helped make this happen.  

Thank God for them making paper bag dinners so we could picnic! Which is one way to sit 

with people as Jesus did.  
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Which brings me to the next honorable mention:  

 

“Outcome-Based Youth Ministry”  

 

We held a Youth Summit Meeting on June 13th, to GATHER members of the congregation, 

to ask them what they would like to have as an “outcome” of their church youth group. Being 

as these “outcomes” work best when leading by example, “faithwebbing” was a key compo-

nent .  

 

Since we are not perfect, we are not able to implement all 40 of the outcomes, we did our 

best and folded in these:  

Learning how to read Scripture out loud  

Spend time with people the way Jesus did  

Cultivate an ability to be a visionary in your thinking, by planning a “prayer lab-yrinth” in 

the church yard and exploring the possibility of a Christian “flash mob”, inviting the commu-

nity in to praise our God. (Psalm 105)  

Be able to introduce yourself  

Develop a prayer journal  

Develop an attitude of appreciation and understand it’s benefits  

 

You get the picture. There’s a handful of other ones that were threaded into this past year of 

youth ministry. Just Know that they were all considered prayerfully.  

 

Taking a walk, climbing a tree, painting a rock, having a campfire, or even sharing your 

priceless collection– then tying Scripture into it, was a great way to be together throughout 

the summer. Becoming an atmosphere where the youth can be nourished and GROW spiritu-

ally outside the walls of the church.  

 

Kicking off the school year was a kayaking/paddleboarding event sponsored by  

CRMC. So happy to be reconnecting and not isolating!  

 

As we approached the school year, it was refreshing to have “The Chosen” series as our start-

ing point. Helping the Bible to become the Living Word in a new way!  

 

And confirmation being a GO too!?! Solidifying the wording of faith and using Bible tools to 

help them get there. So awesome! God is on the move with our youth and you don’t get much 

better than that . 

 

Take care and God bless  

Faithfully,  

Miss Tammy Freeburg  
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Children’s Ministry Annual Report 2021 

 

 To begin our 2021 year, Sunday School was held as usual, with some decrease in attendance due to Covid concerns, 

masking requirements, etc. Our ministry was able to continue serving families and children by offering Sunday 

School, Nursery, and most other opportunities as the year went on. 

Our annual 3rd Grade Bible session was postponed in 2021.  

First Communion classes were held in March, with several communicants and their families. This went very well! 

A very successful Meal with a Mission, to benefit VBS was held in July, cook-out style, raising over $1k. James and 

Lindsay Freese Family, Jill and Jerry DeCent Family, and Ruth Hook were volunteers for this event.  

Summer months were spent planning for Vacation Bible School, to include a theme of “Rocky Railway”. This curric-

ulum was purchased through Group Publishing, as in years past. Many volunteers made this event a great success! 

VBS was held the first week in August, with anywhere from 50-80 participants. Decorations were both purchased, 

and donated from Glory Baptist Church in Aitkin, Donations also came in from members of Immanuel Lutheran 

Church. Meals were prepared by Jerry and Jill DeCent, as well as Pizza purchased at a discount rate from Rafferty’s. 

Super One also donated some meal supplies.  

Sunday School began in full force in September, with Rally Day to kick us off as usual. Our team was led once again 

by Linnea Laffin, Rick Aulie, and James/Lindsay Freese. We are so very blessed! Attendance numbers ran healthy, 

with average attendance being 10-30 children. We were greeted with a few new families as well.  

In November, preparation began for our annual Christmas Program. Our program was held in December, with several 

children participating. This was a great success due to our Sunday School team coordinating, and planning!  

         Jill DeCent, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
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 IMMANUEL’S PRAYER TEAMS ANNUAL REPORT 2021 

 

 

"Why does God want us to pray for others?" because intercessory prayer reflects God's own charac-
ter of outgoing love and mercy. God wants us to think like HE does and praying for others helps us to 
think beyond ourselves and to grow in compassion for others." 

 

Our Immanuel Prayer teams {contain three parts}: 

 

(1) Dream Team- Susan Bushard gets information from Pastor every two weeks on his schedule and 
needs. She then emails this group who has volunteered to pray for Pastor every day. 

 

(2) Email Prayer Chain- This group is emailed the prayer requests people have written on the insert 
in the bulletin each week. Anyone can ask for prayers of this group by filling out this slip or calling 
the office and asking for a prayer request to be sent to the "prayer chain".  

Elaine Karel faithfully heads this group. 

 

(3) Communion Prayer Team- Every Sunday at each service there is a prayer team during commun-
ion time. Anyone in the congregation can come to the team and ask for special prayers. For yourself 
or another. Also on the fifth Sunday of the month, this prayer team anoints and gives a blessing to 
everyone taking communion. 

Eileen Patrick organizes the 9:00 service. 

(You) organizes the 10:30 service. 

 

Immanuel's Prayer Teams are always open and can be joined at any time by contacting one of the 
leaders of that group. All members of the prayer groups are committed to CONFIDENTIALITY. 

 

"Rejoice Always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in 
Jesus Christ"(1Thessalonians 5:16-18} 

 

Submitted by Eileen Patrick 
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Communications Ministry January 2021 

by Marian Segersten 
 

The communications ministry continues to keep all forms of communication up to date. Immanuel’s enews is sent 
out on the 15th of each month. This communication contains information about and photos of Immanuel’s events. 
The website continues to be updated. The website continues to be a source of information about Immanuel Luther-
an Church. Marian Segersten continues to keep the information on the website updated. Each month both Immanu-
el’s enews and Immanuel’s Story, Immanuel’s print newsletter are posted to the website for easy viewing. The TT-
Tuesday Talk Points and the TGIF-Thank God It’s Friday! And Thank God I’m Forgiven! are posted on the website 
weekly and on Immanuel’s Facebook page. Audio of the sermon is posted each week by Tim Bongs. The worship ser-
vices and funerals are now livestreamed and can be accessed from the website. Karlin Olson  updates the calendar 
on the website each month. If you haven’t checked out the website to see all that is there, go to https://
immanuelcrosby.org. 

 
Photos of Immanuel  are now displayed on a TV in the hallway outside of the sanctuary. Please take time to check 
out all of the happenings at Immanuel. 
 
If you are participating in an event or are in charge of an event, please take photos. When you take photos of a 
church event, please share these with the office or with Marian Segersten at msegersten@charter.net. Photos tell 
Immanuel’s story in all of our communications and on the hallway TV. 
 
Terri Wisniak and Marian Segersten are the administrators of Immanuel’s Facebook page. Information and photos of 
past events and upcoming events are posted there. Please send any information or photos that you would like to 
see posted on the Facebook page to Terri or Marian. The Facebook page continues to be very popular and an excel-
lent way of sharing the happenings at Immanuel.  
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2021 Annual Report for Wedding Coordinator 

 

 “Creativity is the ability to see that which is waiting to exist….”  

“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” 

 – Hebrews11:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Our wedding season is complete for the year.  

 

Richard & Alison Koop wed on January 23, 2021 

Daniel & Sheila Viehauser wed on January 30, 2021 

Dennis & Misty Peterson wed on  August 14, 2021 

Michael & Hannah Lind wed on August 26, 2021 

Jacob & Kaitlyn Kayfes wed on October 23, 2021 

Elijah & Makenzie Steinke wed on October 9 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been an absolute pleasure to be able to help with whatever is needed, or just to keep the stress 
off the wedding party on their great occasion. It has been my honor to be Wedding Coordinator here 
at Immanuel. I am looking forward to 2022 and to making a couple’s day as wonderful as they de-
serve. 

 “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. 

Instead, let us encourage one another all the more, 

since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer!” 

Hebrews 10:25 
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QUILTERS’ 2021 Annual Report  

 

The Immanuel Quilters met about twice a month and were able to send about 51 quilts to Brainerd Adult & 

Teen Challenge and the Women’s Shelter. Virgil & Melva Panitzke have delivered the quilts which was 

greatly appreciated. Quilting at Immanuel has become a family endeavor—enjoyed by every one of us! 

 

                                                                     2021 Budget 

 

    Starting $ Amount                                                                                   $4,022.67 

    JoAnn Fabrics (fabric, thread, supplies, )                                                 1,149.59 

    Oklee Quilting and Supply (batting)                                                       -   214.56 

    Family Dollar (packing tape)        22.44 

    Vicki Gale (machine quilting 1 quilt)      122.37 

    Interest & Memorials                                                                               +   556.22 

                                                             Final 2021 Amount                         $3,069.93 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by:    Dotty Hayes & Karen Midthun 
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MEMBER MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 2021 

New Members in 2021, Elaine Karel, Ministry Coordinator 

 

As Covid Pandemic continued, we did not have our usual Spring New Member Sessions, 

but instead, Pastor Paul and I met with those interested in membership as individuals or 

families. Those that were received into membership this summer were Danielle Corey, 

Deb Eatros, Robert & Karen Palmer, Richard & Eileen Leino, Dale & Vi Klungness, and 

Nicole Bundy and children Elizabeth, Hunter Faulkner, Skyler Faulkner, and Carson 

Faulkner-Spychallo.  

This fall, we felt able to meet in small groups, and we had two new member sessions 

that included a time to come to know one another and how each of us came to Immanu-

el. Each session began with a light meal and discussion, time for questions, and presen-

tation of mission opportunities at Immanuel. After these sessions, we received into mem-

bership Joe & Darlene McNally, Rock Gunter, Bill & Glenda Langton and Terry Ru-

schmeyer.  

New members received into membership by baptism in 2021 include Bennett Settler, 

Crew Perpich, Danielle Corey, Paisley Schroenghamer, Scarlet Schroenghamer, Riley 

Reinhart, Sophia Midthun, Saphira Riese, and Addison Grace Zugschwert.  

Elaine Karel 

Member Ministry Coordinator 
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Snow and Lawn Care Volunteers 

Winter, Spring, Summer & Fall 2020-2021 

 

 

Winter months of 2020 through May 1st of 2021, the snow removal team included Denny Henrichs, Jerry DeCent, 

Jacob Bourgeois, James Freese Dan Wisniak, Randy Stanfield and Jim Patrick.  

From May through October of 2021, the lawn care team consisted of Denny Henrichs, Joe Simons, Randy Stanfield, 

Virgil Panitzke, Dan Wisniak, Tucker Pederson, Ken Moe, Rick Kleinschmidt and Norm Hullinger. Virgil Panitzke 

has retired from this ministry and Rick Kleinschmidt has moved out of the area, so we will be looking for more 

lawn care team members this next spring.  

Starting with the last weekend in October, we had the team for snow removal scheduled that included Denny Hen-

richs, Dan Wisniak, Randy Stanfield, Jerry DeCent, Jacob Bourgeois, Jim Patrick, James Freese, and Rock Gunter. 

We had a lovely long fall so the snow removal started a little later than usual.  

We all thank these volunteers for keeping our grounds looking good and our sidewalks and entries safe during the 

times of snow. Your gift of time and talents is very appreciated.  

Elaine Karel, Ministry Coordinator 
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Sharing Responsibility Teams for 2021 
 

 To start the year 2021, the SRT teams were unable to serve coffee fellowship on Sundays 

or to have Lenten Suppers or to serve funeral lunches because of the continuing Covid 

crisis. It wasn’t until July 6th that we had our first funeral luncheon of the year. Coffee fel-

lowship time between services and doughnuts was greeted with much joy.  

Vi Klungness agreed to become a co-captain of SRT team #1 and was joined by Elaine 

Karel. The team had been without a captain for some time. LuAnn Henrichs, captain of 

team #2, Nancy Evans & Marsha Larson of team #3, and Jan Doonan of team #4 have 

continued to faithfully lead those teams.  

The SRT team captain orders doughnuts and the team sets up coffee service for fellow-

ship time on Sundays between services and takes care of clean-up and washing dishes. 

Each team has responsibility for a month at a time. All the teams help with funeral set up 

and serving funeral lunches. We were not able to have Lenten soup suppers in 2021, but 

are looking forward to having them in 2022.  

The SRT teams participate in spring cleaning in April. This includes the church pews, the 

member mailboxes, and the folding doors located in back of the sanctuary and in fellow-

ship hall.  

We thank each and every volunteer who gives so freely of their time and talents to serv-

ing our church and community.  

 

Elaine Karel, Ministry Coordinator 
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1st ANNUAL REPORT 2021 

At times, everyone experiences difficult and transitional   situ-

ations. BeFriender Ministry offers a caring companion  to lis-

ten, empathize and be a reminder of a loving and supportive 

faith community.   

 

Initial training took place via “Zoom”  on August 25, 2020- 

August 28, 2020 and included Pastor Paul Mattson,  Nancy  

  Evans and Elaine Karel.  Then on September 29th through  

  October 2nd of 2020, Carol Pundt, LuAnn Henrichs, Kim 

  Waffensmith  and Jim & Meredith Bloedel all took training. 

 

Since the time of training, each BeFriender has had at least 

one “BeFriendee” to contact.  The Covid pandemic has really 

impacted this ministry and as yet , we are not truly “up and running” as we would 

like to be.  We would like the congregation to know that we are here and ready to 

serve as that listening presence for anyone who needs a listening ear.  We cannot 

“fix or cure,” but we can listen and hopefully be a comfortable place to share your 

story.  We promise to listen with compassion and without judgment. 

BeFrienders provide pastoral care through a listening presence for Anyone Expe-

riencing:  Hospitalization, cancer or chronic illness, families of deployed military, 

resident of a skilled nursing facility, addiction,  post partum depression, stress of 

being a caregiver, death of a loved one, loneliness, getting married or divorced, 

blending families,  empty nest syndrome, becoming a parent or parenting challeng-

es, relationship issues, being a victim of random violence, being abused or abusing 

others, imprisonment, major life changes, relocation, job loss or career change, fi-

nancial worries, buying or losing a home, trauma or natural disaster, Alzheimer’s 

or other forms of dementia, any other needs for pastoral care.  

BeFrienders meet once a month to encourage & support one another in this minis-

try. 

Elaine Karel, Member Ministry Coordinator  

 

God is Present 

Caring not Curing 

Nonjudgmental 
presence 

Active Listening 
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Good Samaritan 2021 Annual Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Good Samaritan Ministry Fund is to provide limited ($250 max) and often one-

time assistance to people in the local community in a time of emergency need.  For the most part, this 

involves gasoline gift cards (Holiday) and/or gift vouchers at Super One, and referrals to the Food 

Shelf.  We often refer people to Bridges of Hope (a resource network and hub for people in need) and 

Lutheran Social Services for further assistance.  Per Good Samaritan Fund policy, we never give out 

cash. 

The Good Samaritan Fund Team is made up of members who assist with raising funds and making 

general decisions.  A core group of 4 members discuss and decide upon individual requests. Each re-

quest is scrutinized and recorded for future reference.  The Good Samaritan Fund has been a blessing 

to many. 

God continues to bless this ministry.  Thank you to those of you who have supported it.  Please rec-

ommend the fund to those you know who may be in a time of need. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Paul and the members of the Good Samaritan (Core) Team 

Cece Snook, Shelly Harker, Ginny Larson, Brenda Hayes, Pastor Paul 

 

Good Samaritan Fund Checking Account Summary:  

Balance January 1, 2021    $12,431.41 

Balance December 31, 2021   $13,040.54 
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MEALS WITH A MISSION 2021 

Meal With A Mission events are scheduled throughout the year to benefit both local 

and global missions.  They are Sunday Brunch gatherings  where volunteers make and 

serve a meal to raise funds for a particular mission.  It is the generosity of both our 

congregation and Thrivent Insurance that makes these events successful. 

The year of 2021 brought many changes because of the Covid Pandemic.  Some 

months we did not have a Meal With A Mission and others were Drive Thru to pick up 

a bag brunch to take home. 

In February of this year, Tammy Freeburg hosted a MWAM for the Youth of Immanu-

el.  It was a drive through brunch.  Monies raised were used for youth activities 

throughout the year.  In April, MWAM was hosted by Jill Mattson and was to benefit 

the Mission for Malawi.  It too was a drive through picking up a spaghetti dinner pro-

vided by Maucieri Restaurant.  Funds were used for raffle items for the yearly fund 

raiser for the Malawi Orphan Project. This is an amazing program that helps feed chil-

dren in Malawi with one meal a day 5 days a week.  Dick Gunter hosted the event in 

June for the Cuyuna Range Youth Center. The youth center provides a place for the 

youth of Crosby & Ironton to gather, play games, visit, and have a meal with adult vol-

unteers.  In July, Jill DeCent hosted an outdoor burger lunch to raise funds for the sum-

mer vacation bible school materials & teaching supplies.  It was well received that the 

congregation could see each other in an outdoor space.  Barb Moe hosted the brunch 

for the Cuyuna Lakes Lunch Bunch in August. This group provides bag lunches for 

school children in several locations throughout the area in cooperation with other 

churches and the CRMC hospital when school is not in session, so these students are 

assured a nutritious lunch.  

In September, Barb and Sara Moe hosted a brunch to raise funds for Care Kits for 
Highschool students that need help with personal hygiene kits.  Karen DeBoer and 

Nancy Nyvold hosted the October MWAM that raised funds for creating the Spirit of 
Christmas Bazaar.  The bazaar uses the funds to purchase materials for crafts, baking, 
and candy making and then, at year end, shares the proceeds with several missions of 
Immanuel Lutheran and also the Malawi Orphan Project.  Rich Aulie hosted the REC 
(Residents Encountering Christ) prison ministry MWAM.  This was a brunch that rais-
es funds for bibles and needs of those in local prisons. 

Elaine Karel, Member Ministry Coordinator 
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2021 MEAL WITH A MISSION REPORT 

 

*Any remaining card balance was given to the particular mission to use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month Ministry $ Raised 

January 17 No Meal for January  

February 21 Youth 816.00 

March No Meal for March  

April 18 Mission for Malawi 1,113.00 

May  No Meal for May  

June 20 Cuyuna Range Youth Center 871.00 

July 18 VBS 1,039.00 

August 22 Cuyuna Lakes Lunch Bunch 658.00 

September 19 Care Kits for High School Students 996.00 

October 17 Christmas Bazaar 854.00 

November 21 REC– Residents 
Encountering Christ 

956.00 

December No Meal in December  

  TOTALS $7,303.00 
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Cuyuna Range Food Shelf 2021 Annual Report 

 

  

 
Statistics: 

 Families Served   1021 

 Monthly Average    114 

Pounds of Food Distributed            102,357 

Monthly Average   8,530 

 

Donations: 

 Churches    10% 

 Individuals    52% 

 Businesses     7% 

 Civic Organizations   16% 

 Grants     10% 

 

Monthly Food Costs          $16,476 

Monthly Average           $ 1,373      

 

Food costs for 2021 was $23,127 less than 2020 as Second Harvest, Gr. Rapids did not charge us delivery 

costs and more offerings of Tefap and Grants products were given due to Covid.    

 

With the Hallet Grant received in 2020 we were able to purchase a new walk-in cooler/freezer and to seal 

coat our parking lot!  Special thanks to Hallet for the grant! 

 

Cuyuna Range Food Shelf: 

 Established in 1980 

 Non-Profit 501 C (3) 
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 Open twice a month, 2nd and 3rd Wednesdays, 7:00-9:30 A.M. 

 Emergency requests are handled within 24 hours, usually the same day. 

 Groceries are purchased through Second Harvest North Central Food Bank, Grand Rapids, Mn. 

 Other services available through the food shelf are NAPS (Nutritional Assistance Program for Seniors) 

which is a program for low-income seniors, 60 years of age and older, with a free monthly food package, in addition 

to a regular distribution of food and SNAP which was previously known as food stamps. 

Active volunteers: 30 

Immanuel Members: 

Bob & Pat Neros 

Don & Mary Carlson 

Marian Freese 

Dale Klungness 

Virgil Panitzke 

Dave & Claudia Peterson 

Dave Peterson  
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MALAWI MISSION MINISTRY 

ANNUAL REPORT 2021 
 

 
 
 
 

It feels like God keeps smiling on the Malawi Orphan Care Project (MOCP)!  This was an exception-

al year for raising funds and donations.  Not only for us here at Immanuel, but also for the other sup-

porting churches. 

Through our annual Manna for Malawi event and monetary donations, we received about $70,000 

this past year.  We had our annual event at the Bridge Tavern with the Johnny Holm band perform-

ing.  MOCP board members Ken and Penny Ekegren from Ohio; Andy and Joy Jones from Illinois, 

helped us celebrate the event.  It was a hot day, but fun for all. 

We did a special campaign for blankets this year and received $1250 so far. 

A donation of $3000. was used for the Christmas meal this year.  Three bulls were needed for all the 

children to be fed.  Pictures of the Christmas meal are on the MOCP Facebook page. 

Project Director Shadreck’s November report shows they are feeding about 800 children, 6 days per 

week. 

We are supporting 73 students in high school.  Also, in boarding school there are 6 in high school 

and 2 in college (whose names are “Precious” and “Blessings”) 

Soap making and Kanyenyeva Wala are going well.  A young man named Rajab, with special skills 

to fix sewing machines, was added to the group.  He will also be able to teach others how to use the 

new overlock machine. 

Banana plants are growing well at the farm.  The shoots that grow from the plant base can be used to 

start another banana plant. 

Immanuel continues to support MOCP with money that goes mostly for food and education.  About 

97% of all monies donated goes directly to help the children. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terri Wisniak, Secretary for MOCP 
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MALAWI CHECKING ACCOUNT BREAKDOWN FOR 2021 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Lynette Dehning 

  
MALAWI ORPHAN CARE  
PROJECT 
Beginning Balance as of Dec. 31, 
2020 
  
***************************** 
 CURRENT FUNDS Per Each  
Category 
  

  
  
$  38,364.11 

  
Bank Account Balance as of 
December 31, 2020 
  
  
 
**************************** 
 EXPENDITURES 

  
  
$  38,364.11 

Christmas Meal 
  

$   2,679.00 Raffle Expenses ($  1,703.39) 

General Fund 
  

$ 11,989.65 Malawi Event Expenses 
Band/Advert/Misc 

($  6,188.35) 

Container (Shipping) 
  

$      133.00 Days for Girls ($     153.17) 

Mission Trips (Future) 
  

$   5,866.53 Misc Office Reimbursement ($       33.50) 

Feeding Program 
  

$   1,800.00 Total Funds Sent to Malawi: 
May $3000  / August Manna 
$25,000 
Oct. $40,000 – Rescue Center 
Nov Christmas Meal $3000 

  
  
($71,000.00) 
  

Education 
  

$   1,545.00     

Bracelets 
  

$        65.00     

Lanterns 
  

$      280.00     

Manna For Malawi 
  

$   6,581.15 Deposits for 2021:   

Raffle Items 
  

$   4,614.52     January thru June $   2,613.00 

Rescue Center 
  

$         - 0 -     July thru December $ 75,650.17 

Days for Girls 
  

$      775.02     

Blankets 
  

$   1,220.00     

  
  

      

  
  

      

TOTAL AS OF 12/31/2021 
  

$ 37,548.87 ENDING BALANCE 12/31/2021 $ 37,548.87 
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MALAWI LETTER 
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MALAWI LETTER 
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Annual Report Membership Records 

 

Memoriam/Deceased Records 
 
Ten members have been taken from us by death with funerals celebrated from January 2021.  We gratefully remem-
ber them and rejoice in the assurance of their resurrection to eternal life.  We record their names here:  

 

Name of Member   Date of Death 

Ed Johnson    February 17, 2021 

Lisa Finnerty    July 18, 2021 
Scott Johnson    July 27, 2021 
Ruth Ann Exsted   August 6, 201 
Jackie Holmvig   August 3, 2021 
Don Carlson    August 11, 2021 
Shirley Foote    August 22, 2021 
Maurice Oman   September 29, 2021 
Katherine Olander   November 19, 2021 
Brent Running    December 3, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Funerals, memorial and graveside services were also held for the following friends of the parish 
 
  Brian D. Jarvela  Nolan D. Morison Richard E. Nortin 

  Deborah J. Johnson  Audrey J. Olander 

  Holly R. Johnson  Patricia J. Johnson 
 

Membership Records 

 

Adult Membership as of January 1, 2021.………………………………………………………….………  532 

Additions:   By Affirmation   + 13 Adults (New Members) 
  By Baptism  + 02  (Adult Baptism) 

  By Transfers In + 02 

  By Confirmation + 00________ 

  Total Additions = + 17     532 + 17 = 549 

Losses: By Death  -  08      

  By Transfer/Request -  02 _____        

Total Losses = -  10      549 – 10 =  539 

 

Adult Membership as of December 31, 2021 ………………………………………………………………539 

Adult Baptisms: 

Danielle Leigh Corey 

Kathryn Ann Kovatovich 
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was administered to 8 children. 

BAPTISMS: 

Bennett James Stettler 

Crew Matthew Perpich 

Scarlett Ellen Schroenghamer 

Paisley Elizabeth Schroenghamer 

Riley Hope Reinhart 

Saphira Annalise Riese 

Sophia Liliana Midthun 

Addison Grace Zugschwert  
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 The 2021 Annual Meeting  

Celebrating the Life and Mission of God among the People of Immanuel Lutheran Church  

Crosby, Minnesota  

February 14, 2021  

Minutes  

Call to Order  

• Nancy Evans, Council Vice President, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.  

• With 54+ members in attendance, a quorum was confirmed.  

• Pastor Paul opened with a prayer.  

• Reading of the Vision and Mission Statement.  

 

Questions & Comments on Reports from Ministry teams and Leaders  

• Thank you to staff and volunteers for their work during these trying, new times. The information in the packet of reports 

was very uplifting.  

• A correction on the Malawi report from Terri Wisniak that instead of planting corn, ground nuts (peanuts) and bananas 

were planted.  

 

Questions and Comments on Pastor’s Report  

• No questions or comments were raised.  

 

Congregational Business  

1. Vote to accept minutes from February 2020 Annual Meeting.  

 

A motion to accept minutes from February 2020 Annual Meeting was made by Mike Patrick, John Klopfleisch seconded. Mo-

tion passed unanimously.  

2. Vote to accept proposed Mission Investment Plan (Budget) for 2021  

Thank you to Jim Stolle, Hal Kirchoff and Gordy Jacobson for their work. Jim Stolle pointed out that the increase in the budg-

et of $5000 this year is due to a 2% wage increase for church staff and an increase in the wages for the treasurer position 

that is in flux. A motion to accept the proposed Mission Investment Plan (Budget) of $387,174.00 for 2021 was made by Jim 

Stolle, Tammy Freeburg seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

3. Approval of Benevolence/Mission Support for 2021  

Discussion- The proposed amount of $10,000 is the same as last year. The only change is that $250 will be moved from the 

Days for Girls mission and added to the Lunch Bunch mission which brings the lunch bunch amount up to $500.00. A motion 

to accept the proposed Benevolence/Mission Support for 2021 with the modifications, as deemed appropriate by the 

church council, was made by Jim Stolle, John Klopfleisch seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
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4. Election of Two New Council Members  

Nancy Evans thanked outgoing church council members, Casey Kannel and Karen Midthun. A motion to accept new 

council members, Bonnie Finnerty and Tom Nixon to their first 3-year terms and Nancy Evans to her second three-year 

term on the church council was made by Tammy Freeburg, Robyn Klopfleisch seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

5. Installation of 2021 Officers and Above Elected Council Members  

Pastor Paul installed the 2021 officers of the council: Deb Koop, president; Dan Wisniak, vice president; and Nancy Ev-

ans, secretary; along with the new council members noted above.  

6. Elections:  

• Election of Nominating Committee for open council position for 2021: A motion to accept Norm Hullinger, 

John Klopfleisch and Tammy Freeburg as the nominating committee was made by Robyn Klopfleisch, Mike Pat-

rick seconded. Motion passed.  

• Election of delegates: A motion to send Pastor Paul and Jill Mattson to the NALC Annual gathering in August 

in Texas or to send Pastor Paul and Mike Patrick to the LCMC Annual Gathering in Ohio in October, depending 

on which one will be held with the pandemic parameters, was made by Tammy Freeburg, seconded by Dan 

Wisniak. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Closing  

• Closing Prayer and Lord’s Prayer was led by Pastor Paul  

• At 10:00 a.m. Tammy Freeburg moved to adjourn the 2021 Annual Meeting, seconded by Tom Nixon, motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Deb Koop, retiring council secretary  


