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. . . . in Prayer Ministry 
 

 
While working with the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, I became acquainted with an amazing 

author, Sister Francis Clare, SSND who wrote Your Move, God.  About the content of the 

book, Sister Claire says “I believe that God is ready to speak to all of us children about the 

mighty, irresistible love in the Father’s heart, about His readiness for an unprecedented 

sovereign move of His Holy Spirit….  It comes from the heart and hand of the Father 

spoken to the heart and mind of a child.”  It is written as if God the Father is speaking 

directly to us.  As Christians, we are blessed to have this intimate, personal relationship 

with our God.  So much did Father God love us that He sent His one and only Son to not 

only conquer death and provide eternal life, but to “show us” how to live.  Listen now to 

your Heavenly Father as He speaks to you about prayer….. 

“How important it is for you to come before Me, your Father,  
in the stillness of your heart  

to rest in the stillness of My heart  
that I might speak to you  
that I might allow you to know what it is to be still  

in the presence of your Father. 
 to know no anxious thought or desire 
 to know nothing except the stillness, 
     the quiet 
     the rest 
     the content of a child 
      in the presence of its Father.” 
“I hear you pray  

‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ 
But I say,  

‘Speak, child, your God is listening!’ 
Not only am I listening 
 but I am effecting that which I hear you pray. 
Did I not promise 
  Ask and it shall be given to you! 
          Knock and it will be opened to you! 
My delight is in your asking, your seeking, your knocking 
 for then I am able to pour forth 
  from that bountiful storehouse of graces 
   whatever is your need.” 
 

And in the margin I wrote….  “What an invitation!!!  WOW!!” 
And that same invitation is available to you every moment of each new day. 

 
“Speak, child, your God is listening!” 

 
                                                                                                          By: Judi Burson 
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What’s In a Name? 

 

I was recently in Texas visiting my brother.   We  met for the first time ten years ago.  He was 66 and I was 

51.  He has a different last name than I do. 

It never mattered to me.  It doesn’t  matter to him.  We are brothers. 

His son, my nephew, is now trying to obliterate pain in his past by changing his last name. 

I cannot explain to him that his last name is just a name for documents and placement in a phone book. 

Changing it will do nothing to remove his pain.   He can only be bound to it if he gives it power that it does 

not have on its own.  Christ told his disciples that not only did their name not matter, they were being adopt-

ed into an entirely new family with one Father and all power and authority  

being given to them through His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Jesus and James were brothers of different mothers so they would have shared the same last name. 

But they are not called by their father’s last name. 

Matthew 13:55 

Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James  

and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  

Galatians 1:19 

But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.  

James, who was the older brother of Jesus, became his disciple and a leader in the new church. 

He acknowledged his younger brother as his Lord and Savior and called all who heard him brother. 

James 1:1,2 

James, a servant of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Count it all joy my brothers, 

So what is in a name? 

If it is God, or Christ, everything. 

But my name and my brother’s name. nothing.   

But it is great to have brothers, and sisters, in Christ. 

 

Blessings, 

Karlin 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 

Psalm 130 

Mark 3:20-35 

 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 

Psalm 92: 1-4, 12-15 

Mark 4:26-34 

 

Sunday, June 20, 2021 

Psalm  107:1-3,23-32 

Mark 4:35-41 

 

Sunday, June 27, 2021 

Psalm 30 

Mark 5:21-43 
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. . . . in Donations 
 

When considering Memorial/Honorarium Donations, please prioritize these ministries and 
needs: 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL        CHILDREN & YOUTH  MILESTONE MINISTRIES             GENERAL ACCOUNT 

Milestone Ministries, Scholarship Fund is a sub account of the Memorial Savings Account.  Milestone 

Ministries is used to support all Baptisms, First Bibles, First Communion, Confirmation & Graduation 

expenses. 

For a complete list of ministries, please contact the church office. 

                               A huge thank you to all who support these important ministries! 

 

 

 

Building 

FundS 
 

Financial  

Report 

                   

Major Capital Improvement Fund 

Balance:  4/1//2021             $115,295.77 

Deposits:       $1,793.87 

Withdrawals:     $       0.00 

Ending Balance:   4/30/2021              $117,089.64 

 

*$550 of current deposits were transferred in from March Giving 

 

                                                                           General Operating Budget Report 

                                      APRIL 2021         APRIL  2020        YTD thru 2021        YTD thru 2020 

Budget*                                            32,265                      31,844                     129,060                       127,376 

General Fund Giving                        36,744                      36,868                     126,564                       128,484 

General Fund Expense                      31,571                     22,184                      111,467                       119,121 

Net Income                                          5,173                     14,684                        15,097                          9,363 

*Budget  figures reflect approved annual budget divided by 12 months.  Actual figures on a monthly basis 

will vary depending on giving patterns and seasonal expense variations. 

Thank you for your faithful giving! 



. . . . in Pastor’s Perspective  
 

                                 
“The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn back-

ward.”  Isaiah 50:5 

 

A grandson proudly announced to his grandpa that he had a very good report card 

with very good marks, except for one area. The grandpa inquired what that one ar-

ea was.  The boy replied, “Listening.” 

I suppose the same would be true on my report card, and I know I am probably not 

alone. 

The biblical account of God’s relationship to His people is filled with many who 

turned a deaf ear or heard but didn’t respond.  Their report cards are consistently 

weak in that area. 

God, in His abundant persistence and love, keeps on calling to get our full atten-

tion because he knows that when we hear, listen and respond to Him, our lives are 

so much the better. 

So….what is He saying to you today?  It may be to do with what you keep saying 

NO to.  It could be to let go of what you’ve been hanging onto. Perhaps a word of 

forgiveness for you, or for you to offer to another? 

Listening with you - Pastor Paul 

PS – If you have not yet discovered the little gem of a book “Jesus Calling” I en-
courage you to get a copy of this daily devotional.  In it, you can hear the voice of 

Jesus calling and speaking to you in a personal and profound way.   We have cop-
ies available in our church bookstore. 
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. . . . in Immanuel Harvest Garden 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          
 

. . . . in Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 
 

A Prayer Shawl is meant to be given to anyone (male or 
female, including children) who has had surgery, been 
diagnosed with an illness, lost a loved one or is dealing 
with a hardship. 
 

Prayers are said while the shawl is being made, that recip-
ients may feel comfort and love as they wrap themselves 
in it.  Shawls are available in the Fellowship Hall in the 
far right hand corner on the cabinet shelves.  Please be 
sure to check/sign the book saying to whom you are giv-
ing a shawl because we don’t want to duplicate. 
Please let me know of anyone you believe should receive 
one of these Prayer Shawls. 
 

Thank you, and if any questions, please feel free to call or 
contact me at 218-546-6065 or by email  
mmmlarson49@gmail.com. 
                                                          Marsha Larson 
 

                                                                                                            

It's finally starting to warm up and we might even get some 
rain, both will help out with the planting this spring.  The 
onions and strawberries have been planted, as well as some 
native flowers to help attract pollinators.  Next week the 
greens, beans, tomatoes, peppers and squash will be plant-
ed.  We also have six 12'x12' plots of garden space availa-
ble for families who are interested in having a garden this 
summer.  Please contact Bonnie Finnerty at bonniefin-
nerty@gmail.com if you are interested in helping with the 
garden or are interested in one of the community garden 
plots.   

mailto:bonniefinnerty@gmail.com
mailto:bonniefinnerty@gmail.com
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The trees are blooming, pretty pink and white flowers everywhere, warm sunshine, and green grass-Summer is al-
most here, and we are reminded how absolutely beautiful God’s creation is! We are winding down another year of 
Sunday School, with the last session on Sunday, May 23rd. We will celebrate with outdoor fun, and Ice Cream treats 
for Sunday School participants and their families! Although there were a few ups, downs, and all arounds, we are 
very blessed with our Sunday School teachers and volunteers-this ministry would NOT function without you, so 
shout out to James and Lindsay Freese, Ricky Aulie, Linnea Laffin, Jenni Kannel, and Tammy Freeburg-your kind-
ness and faith leadership truly impact the lives of children’s journey and growth in Christ Jesus, thank you! Also, a 
HUGE thank you to our nursery workers and volunteers so far this year: Karli Nixon, Lily Peterson, Jeni Kannel, 
Tammy Freeburg, and Jill Mattson. As a reminder, Busy Bags are back, and available for children to use during ser-
vices. These will truly be a blessing during those Summer church services, when Sunday School is not in session. 
They are located in the back of the sanctuary. And now, for the highlight of your Summer…..drum roll please……
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! VBS will be held on August 2nd-5th, 5:30pm-7pm, and will be the traditional 
“Family Style” as in years past. This means that the whole family is encouraged to attend. Nursery will also be 
available for families with infants. The theme is “Rocky Railway”-Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through! Look for regis-
tration forms on our ILC website, the church office, or on the table next to the door as you walk in to church on Sun-
days. Registration is due by July 1st, to accommodate for supply ordering. Come one, come all, MANY volunteers 
will be needed for this event. Please contact Jill DeCent if you would like to volunteer. God has been so good-I just 
feel so blessed to be part of this church and Ministry. Happy Summer, and God Bless!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . . in Vacation Bible School 
 

And now, for the highlight of your Summer…..drum roll please……VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! VBS will be 
held on August 2nd-5th, 5:30pm-7pm, and will be the traditional “Family Style” as in years past. This means that the 
whole family is encouraged to attend. Nursery will also be available for families with infants. The theme is “Rocky 
Railway”-Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through! Look for registration forms on our ILC website, the church office, or on 
the table next to the door as you walk in to church on Sundays. Registration is due by July 1st, to accommodate for 
supply ordering. Come one, come all, MANY volunteers will be needed for this event. Please contact Jill DeCent if 
you would  like to volunteer.  
 
God has been so good-I just feel so blessed to be part of this church and Ministry. Happy Summer, and God Bless!  
 
                                                                                                                                          Jill DeCent, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
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June 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Paul & Hanna Bushard     06/01/2016 

Don &  Ruth Imberi      06/01/1996 

Dale & Vi Klungness     06/05/1964 

Blaine & Debra Kreller     06/07/2014 

David C. & Mary Peterson    06/07/1969 

Denny & Sandy Davis     06/08/1996 

Don & Mary Carlson     06/08/1957 

Jim & Faye Ysseldyke     06/09/1966 

Roger & Sandy Twigg     06/13/1970 

Mike & Kristen Van Horn               06/14/2008 

Jason & Joelle Duerr     06/18/2016 

Stan & Mary Nagorski     06/19/1992 

Brad & Gayle Hanes      06/19/1982 

Mitch & Sue Reagan     06/20/2015 

Brad & Sue Peterson     06/20/1992 

Jeff & Marsha Olson     06/21/1969 

Jeremy & Michelle Houck    06/23/1990 

Jim & Mary Ellen Stolle    06/23/1964 

Orlan & Lynn Johnson     06/25/1983 

Fred & Claudia Tessmer    06/25/1967 

Mark & Melanie Christopherson  06/27/2015 

Tom & Judy Thiesfeld     06/29/1968 

 

June Birthdays 
 

06/01  Cheryl Barber 

06/02  Anthony Perkins, Bentley Pankratz 

06/03  Sandy Davis, Cody Maki 

06/04  Michele Snook, Birdie Walth,  

           Greg Waffensmith 

06/05  Connor DeCent 

06/06  Katelyn Norwood, Carson Freese,  

           Michael McWilliams 

06/07  Jill Mattson, John Kimball, Sierra Laffin 

06/09  Easton Maucieri 
06/10  Helen Sharp, Don Hoemke 

06/11  Abigail Arneson, Deb Hamilton, Sawyer Hoyt 

06/13  Jenna Holmvig, Tyler Bliss, Brooks Kannel, 

           Noah McWilliams 

06/14  Logan Jarvela, Sue Schubert 

06/15  Deb Koop, Jim Radinovich, Tyler Peterson, 

           Ember Popkes 

06/16  Maxwell Snook, Gordie Jacobson, 

            Jeanette Radinovich, Warren Buchite, 

            Kristen Van Horn 

06/17  Norm Hullinger, Kay Gaudette 

06/18  Nancy Heise 

06/19  Mayson Rinde, Steven Tilbury 

06/20  Orlan Johnson, Vi Payne 

06/21  Rachel Norwood, Katie Kovatovich 

06/22  Dee Beseman, Brett Nelson, 

           Mycal Payne 

06/23  Linnea Thoms 

06/24  Peg Anderson, Lloyd Bordwell 
06/27  Kim Waffensmith, Ken Johnson, Marlys Orr 

06/28  Erin Koop 

06/29  Lynette Dehning, Barbara Wallberg  
 

. . . . in Special  Milestones! 



 

 

THANK YOU! 
      
After May 30, I will no longer be writing the Prayers of the People and finding people to lead them each 

week.  THANK YOU to all who so graciously agreed to lead the prayers in worship over the last eight plus years. I 

am thankful for the opportunity I have had to write the prayers.  Karlin Olson, ILC Worship Coordinator, will be tak-

ing over these tasks after May 30 until someone else steps forward.   

God’s blessings to you all, 

Claudia Tessmer 

Thank you Claudia for your help these last 8 Years with the Prayers of the People! 
 
 

. . . . in Attendance 
 
Sunday, April 18, 2021 
          

      9:00am                        93 
        10:30am                        46 
 

       Total         139 
                    
Sunday, April 25, 2021 
      

                        9:00am                        85 
       10:30am                        42 
 

                          Total        127 
 
April 2021 Total-to Date                              871 
 
 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 
      

                        9:00am                      104 
       10:30am                       61 
 

                          Total               165 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
      Sunday, May 9, 2021 
     9:00am                        98 
       10:30am                        64 
 

                          Total             162 
 
 Sunday, May 16, 2021 
      

                        9:00am                      107 
       10:30am                        51 
 

                          Total        158 
 
 May 2021 Total–to-Date                     485 
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  . . . . in Youth CREW 

Happy Spring Kingdom Families!! 
And with Spring comes graduation! We will be honoring our graduates on May 23rd! 
This summer we are going to be doing something different for youth group. We are opening it up to a wider age 
group! Those going into 6th grade this year (2021-2022) are welcome. We will continue to have youth group every 
Wednesday evening from 5-8. It will include more creative options (on rain days especially), a lot of time outdoors 
having “creation conversations”, picnicking, some service work, a visit to the Nordell’s farm, a visit to the parsonage, 
guest speakers from our community, viewing of “The Chosen” (the story of Jesus’ life), and much more!  
We look forward to seeing some new faces at our Youth Advisory Team Meetings, please let me or Pastor know if 
this is something you would like to know more about! The next one is May 25th at 6:00. I do my best to keep these 
meetings to one hour. 
Also, we almost always are on the lookout for more faith mentors, again, ask me or Pastor more about this if you are 
interested.  
 
UPCOMING: June 6 @ noon  
Bowling at Cuyuna Lanes  
to kick off the summer!! 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support of our youth ministry as it grows and blooms where it is planted:) 
 
Shall we continue to:  
Love the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our mind and with all our strength.  
So that our children, who are always watching and learning, will know the right path to follow and our future leaders 
with not sway in the direction of the evil one.  
 
God Bless  
No stress  
Faithfully,  
Miss Tammy, Youth Ministry Coordinator  
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. . . . Memorials & Honorariums Given in April & May 2021: 
 
 

For Malawi Ministry  
By Robert & Deborah Mirau 
 
For Milestone Ministry 
In memory of Mary Aulie’s Father by Hal & Judy Kirchoff 
 
For Youth Fund 
In memory of Tom McMullen by Greg & Kim Waffensmith 
 
TOTAL:  $1,040 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Social Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Lutheran Social Service Energy Assistance announces that the 2020/2021 Program Year has been 
extended through September 1st, 2021. 
 
• The Energy Assistance Program (EAP) helps pay home heating and electric costs for income-

qualified households.  
• There may also be emergency benefits available for households needing fuel delivery and/or 

those that are facing disconnection. 
• Grants are based on household size, income, fuel type (including wood), and energy usage. As-

sets are not counted. 
• Heat and electric grants are available for renters and/or homeowners. 
 
Call 218-829-5000 to request an application via mail. The application is also available at 
www.lssmn.org.   
The Lutheran Social Service office is temporarily closed to the public, but applications and a secure 
drop box are available outside the office entrance located at 716 E St in Brainerd.  
 
If you are not a resident of Crow Wing County, call 1-800-657-3710 to find out where to apply in 
your county.  
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. . . . in Manna for Malawi Event 2021 

 
Immanuel’s Manna for Malawi event is official and will be held at the Bridge Tavern.  Mark your calendars for Sun-

day, August 15th, 2 to 6pm.  We will have music by Johnny Holm, pulled pork dinner by the Bridge Tavern, raffle, 

and silent auction.  We will have children’s activities too.  MOCP board members:  Pastor Andy Jones, Joy Jones, 

Ken Ekegren and Penny Ekegren plan to attend. 

    

Here is a donated hand crafted, wooden wheelbarrow.  Can you donate a silent auction item?  You can donate a new 
(but never used) item such as a gift that did not fit or just wasn’t something you could use.  You can donate a craft 
item that you made.  If you can help with this, please call me:  Terri Wisniak (218)546-2863. 
 
If you would like to visit the project in Malawi, let me know.  There are no trips planned at this time because of Covid 
but there is a lot of preparation that can be done. 
 
News about the project can be viewed here:  https://immanuelcrosby.org/malawi-orphan-care-project-news/ 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT   
 

 MWAM benefitting Cuyuna Lakes Lunch Bunch  
will be switched to August 22, 2021. 

 
 

http://www.lssmn.org
https://immanuelcrosby.org/malawi-orphan-care-project-news/

