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. . . . in Prayer Ministry 
 

 

 

 

 
IT IS TIME TO PRAY 
 
It is time for the Church to rise up as never before and pray. Both young and old have a 
place before the Throne of God to intercede on behalf of our wayward nation. It seems 
though we are in a valley of decision in which we will decide what kind of country we 
want to be for generations to come. So much is at stake for our children and our  
grandchildren. 
 
 
 
 THE FOUNDATION MUST NOT BE LOST 
 
The founding of America was deeply influenced by Christian values and biblical  
principles. This heritage must not be forgotten , and it cannot be forsaken. The Lord's hand 
had a role to play at the creation of this great nation and He is not finished with us yet. As 
His people, we must form a spiritual wall around our country and not allow it to be 
usurped. We must take a stand before our spiritual enemies and before the Lord, and  
declare that not on our watch will we allow our country to be stolen from us. 
 
 
 
Dear Lord. 
    I know you won't give up on us, but we really need your help. Give us the leadership to 
direct us back to you. Help us to use your Word as a theme and guide us.  
                                    In Jesus name we pray Amen  
 
                                                                                               By Mike Patrick 
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The Time of  Plenty 

For several years I was a market gardener.  Ultimately, a failed market gardener, 

 so I don’t give out tips, but serve as a less than perfect example.  

My problem was that I had too little during the Summer when there were plenty of 

customers and too much around Labor Day when the customers were gone. 

September is the time of plenty in Minnesota. 

I should have been much more thankful for the bounty,  

and complained less about the lack of patronage. 
 

I have often complained about having too much. 

Too much debt, too much weight, too much ear hair, etc. 

But I should be thankful even in that. 

I could have been without the home and land that I owe on. 

I could have been without food. 

I could have no ears. 

I could have no church to worship in. 
 

We are so blessed to live in a land of plenty that allows us to worship freely.  

Mask or no mask there is no “free worship” in several Communist  

and Islamic nations.  And several of our ancestral homelands have “State” churches 

that restrict what is allowed to be taught. And what is allowed, is usually in line with 

the Culture of the country, not the Bible. 
 

Even though I sometimes “kick at the goads” of these restrictions and rules, 

I have not been told that I can’t worship my Lord and Savior. 

Whether in a house of worship or in my armchair, with singing or without,  

I can still bring my praise to the Great I Am. 

That is plenty enough for me. 

Blessings,  

Karlin 

Sunday September 6, 2020 

Scripture: Psalm 119:33-40 

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

Sunday September 13, 2020 

Scripture: Psalm 103:1-13 

Matthew 18:21-35 

 . . . . in Scripture & Study for 
Sunday September 20, 2020 

Scripture: Psalm 145:1-8 

Mark 1:35 

Luke 11:1 
 

Sunday September 27, 2020 

Scripture: Psalm 131:1-2 

Psalm 46 

Luke 11:2 
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. . . . in Donations 

 

When considering Memorial/Honorarium Donations, please prioritize these ministries and 
needs: 

                  SUNDAY SCHOOL             MILESTONE MINISTRIES                      GENERAL ACCOUNT 

 

Milestone Ministries, Scholarship Fund is a sub account of the Memorial Savings Account.  Milestone Ministries is 

used to support all Baptism and Confirmation expenses. 

 

For a complete list of  ministries, please contact the church office. 

 

 

Building 

Funds 

 

Financial  

                                                                            General Operating Budget Report 

                                             

Budget*                                    

General Fund Giving                                    Report is not Available. 

General Fund Expense                   

Net Income                                    

 

Building Fund Savings Balance: 5/31/2020 

 

 

   

 

     

 $1,514.74 

 

          

 

   

   

             Report is not Available. 

 

 

 



. . . . in Pastor’s Perspective     

                                                           
       

In Billy Graham’s book “The Holy Spirit” come these opening words: 
 
“An old American Indian legend tells of an Indian who came down from the mountains and saw 
the ocean for the first time.  Awed by the scene, he requested a quart jar.  As he waded into the 
ocean and filled the jar, he was asked what he intended to do with it.  “Back in the mountains,” 
he replied, “my people have never seen the Great Water.  I will carry this jar to them so they can 
see what it is like.” 
 
And Graham writes, “Attempting to write a book on so a vast a subject as the Holy Spirit is like 
trying to capture the ocean in a quart jar.” 
 
The same could be said about prayer. Another vast subject. 
 
Prayer will be the subject of our Fall congregational and small group study which will officially 
begin on September 20 and will continue for 8 weeks/8 sessions. 
We will be using the book “How to Pray – A Simple Guide for Normal People” written by Pete 
Greig.  Those who have been reviewing the book for us have found it to be very helpful, practi-
cal, and meaningful.   
 
Pastor and author Mark Batterson (The Circle Maker) says: “Pete Greig is a respected authority 
on exactly this kind of praying: simple, honest, straightforward, from the heart.  Even when we 
are asking God for what we want, we’re giving Him what He wants: our hearts.  “How to 
Pray” will get you started on a lifelong, and lifegiving practice.” 
 
Considering the present and unprecedented times in which we live, I cannot think of a better 
time for us to be a people of prayer.   
 
“How to Pray” is built and structured on the Lord’s Prayer, and has introductions and resources 
for small group discussion at www.prayercourse.org.  And because of the importance of social 
distancing at this time, this is a study you can do on your own, or with those you live with, or in 
a small group if you choose.  Books will be available for purchase at church. 
 
Looking forward to learning with you – “How to Pray” - in Jesus’ name. 
 
Pastor Paul    
 
 

Page 10 Immanuel’s Story 

Pastor Paul J. Mattson 
218.546.6010 
pauljm@immanuelcrosby.org 

Volume 33, Issue 9 
Page 3 

. . . . in  Youth Ministry 
 
Hello Immanuel families!  
 
I pray that you have been enjoying the sunshine. 
 
I got to enjoy some quality time with our children’s ministry at VBS wrap-up recently. Very fun to be part of a lively 
group, celebrating their love for the Heavenly Father, family and friends! Making tie-dye shirts was a hit!  
Then I took a kit of tie-dye “on the road” to Crosslake and shared it with my children and grandchildren.  They loved 
it! Now we all have similar shirts and Immanuel is to thank for it. Thank you Immanuel.   
 
At our Youth Advisory Team meeting this past week we considered some positive options moving into the school 
year.  We are still praying about how to proceed as the guidelines are still being part of our gatherings.  
 
Upcoming:  
August 26th from 5:30-8:00-party at the parsonage for ALL youth current 7-12th grade  
September 9th @ 6:30-8:00 “kick off” for CREW/confirmation   
 
Families of youth keep watch in your mailbox for a bright sunshine yellow postcard announcing plans. I will be 
reaching out by phone to connect with your family as well.  
 
Please contact me with any questions, concerns, comments and ideas. 
 
Take care  & God bless  
 
Faithfully,  
Tammy Freeburg  
Youth Ministry Coordinator  

http://www.prayercourse.org


 

. . . . in Children’s Ministry (VBS) 
 

 

 

 

As Summer begins to wind down, we enjoyed a week long of VBS at home, which concluded with an outdoor cele-
bration of fun! This year’s VBS theme was “Road Trip,” which was inspired by a camp-style curriculum from  
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry. We had approximately 13 families whom participated in this year’s VBS program. 
We were so blessed to also have a team from Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry come join us for our outdoor VBS cele-
bration, where they graciously provided children’s praise, worship music and activities. Families also received  
t-shirts that they tie-dyed into fun, bright creations! Although VBS was conducted mostly from the safety of our 
homes this year, I truly believe God’s blessings flowed abundantly. I cannot say thank you enough to those who so 
generously donated to the VBS program this year!  
 
As we look forward to the Fall, we will be prayerfully considering Sunday School, and will keep in communication 
as plans are determined. Praise be to God! 
 
                                                                                                      Jill DeCent, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
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. . . . in Special  Milestones! 

September  

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Joe & Sharon Simons    09/01/1967 

Virgil & Melva Panitzke   09/02/1961 

Nick & Mary Zillmer    09/06/1986 

Don & Barb Hoemke    09/07/1968 

Tom & Heather Nixon    09/07/2002 

John & Miranda Caddy    09/08/2018 

Tom & Audrey Webber    09/09/1989 

Scott & Lynette Dehning   09/10/1983 

Maurice & Helen Oman   09/10/1955 

Bill & Vonda Bongs     09/11/1954 

Ken & Melissa Chamberlin  09/11/2004 

Warren & Diane Buchite   09/14/1995 

Greg & Kimberly Kayfes   09/16/1989 

Adam & Angie English    09/20/2014 

Jonothan & Audrey Wittnebel 09/23/1972 

Norm & Joyce Hullinger   09/24/1988 

Dan & Dee Beseman        09/25/1965 

Casey & Sarah Pederson   09/28/2002 

Greg & Kim Waffensmith   09/28/1979 

John & Robyn Klopfleisch   09/28/2019 

Jacob & Elizabeth Bourgeois  09/29/2012 

                       
      

                                                                                                  
Baptism 

 
 

August 30, 2020 

Willa Grace Miller 

Parents:  Brian & Iris Miller 

Sponsors:  Nathan & Anna Ernst 

 

1 Jessica Vukelich, Karolyn Latterelle 

2 Judy Antilla, Lynda Nelson 

3 Kelly Klein, Bentley Bouchard-Moe 

4 Whitney Arneson, Dan Harrison, Jan Nordell 

5 Marian Freese, Carter Popkes 

6 Bob Neros, Lauren Peterson 

7 Nicki Bjornstad, Deb Olander 

8 Bailey Barber, Barb Hoemke, Brayden Rinde 

9 Susan Bliss, Brenda Bongs, Erin Nelson, Kaitlyn 

Payne 

10 Joshua Norwood, Anne Roberts 

12 Barb Bohlin, Linda Rono, Andrea Glomski, Kayden 

Berg 

13 Jacob English, Katie Freese, Mary Oliphant, 

       Ardelle Patrick, Josh Rinde, Brayden Beehler 

14 Ilo Kyar 

15 Athena Riese 

16 Tim Henrichs, Bob Kallestad 

17 Chase Hage, Stan Nagorski 

18 Ava Johnson, Amy LaPierre 

19 Virginia Stealy, Olivia Ward 

20 Dean Sodahl, Gary Erickson 

21 Kevin Kayfes, Don Kehl, Justin Peterson, 

      Warren Barry, Jr. 

22 Robin Holmvig, Preston Kimball 

23 Jason Duerr, Luke Nephew, Jackson Kimball 

24 Cassidy Bonante 

26 Joyce Hullinger, Anne Olson 

27 Kathryn Kovatovich, Daniel Ustipak 

28 Steve Goshey 

29 Hailey Rudolph, Melanie Christopherson 

30  Jeanne Kurtz, Paul Davis 
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. . . . in Attendance 

 
 
 

Sunday, July 26,  2020 
 

                 9:00am                          61 
               10:30am                          41 
 

                  Total                                        102 
 
 

July Total                                                             399 

 
 

 
Sunday, August 2, 2020 
 

     9:00am                          69 
               10:30am                         40 

          Total                                        109 
 
      
 
 Sunday, August 9, 2020 
 

                 9:00am                           52 
               10:00am                           38 
                  Total                                         90     
 
 
       

 

 
  
 
 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 
 

                        9:00am                          69 
                      10:30am                          36 
                         Total                                        105 
 

  

 
 

. . . . in Memorials & Honorariums given in July & August 2020: 

 
 

For General Fund 
In memory of  Stacy Nelson by Nick & Darlene Nelson 
 
 
For Malawi Fund  
In memory of Leo Imberi, by Denny & LuAnn Henrichs 
In memory of Leo Imberi by Hal & Judy Kirchoff 
In memory of  Don Stealy by Denny & LuAnn Henrichs 
In memory of Elynn Niles by Denny & LuAnn Henrichs 
In memory of Elynn Niles by Marian Segersten 
In memory of Steve Bjornstad by Marian Segersten 
 
 
For Good Sam Fund 
In memory of Elynn Niles by Sheldon & Shirley Sanborn 
 
 
 
Total:  $320.00 
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. . . . Handbell Ministry 
 

 
 
The Hallelujah Handbell Choir is excited to get the bells ringing once again. 
We have updated safety procedures in place for our practices and performanc-
es and will begin our practices on Tuesday, August 25 from 5:15-6:15.  We 
have a smaller group participating this fall,  but will still have some great mu-
sic.  Some of the changes are to have distancing by the tables, individual mu-
sic and stands, masks and gloves, washable table coverings and sanitizing 
techniques.  Our first performance will be on Sunday, September 13th.   
 
At this time there are no dates set for the Chapel Chimers.  We want to keep 
everyone safe and at ease and will continue to keep watch with the progress of 
the Covid 19 virus and to see how the schools are operating.  Thank you for 
your patience in this.   
 
Judy Kirchoff 
Handbell Director 
 
 
 

        Handbell Quartet 
                                                                              by Judy Kirchoff, Director  
 
 
 
 
Immanuel’s Bell Quartet played “O Morning Star” this past Sunday. It was great to ring the bells once again as a 
group. We played 3 octaves of bells and were able to have a bit of fun and hopefully bring a few smiles to the  
congregation as we performed in our "smiley" face masks.Quartet members were: Sandy Twigg, LuAnn Henrichs, 
Nancy Heise and Judy Kirchoff. 
 
We have updated safety measures for the bell choir members and hope to begin practices soon and then perform in  
the fall.  
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. . . . in Member Ministry 

 

 LAWN CARE AND SNOW REMOVAL  

Can you believe it…..we are already talking about leaf removal and snow re-

moval?! If you are interested in becoming a team member in this vital service, 

please contact Elaine at 218-546-6010 or cell 612-309-0191.  

 

NEW MEMBERS  

If you are interested in becoming a part of Immanuel’s church family, contact 

Pastor Paul or Elaine at 218-546-6010. During this time of the Covid virus, 

instead of group sessions, Pastor is meeting with interested individuals or 

families privately. Our church mission is “to welcome all people to GATHER 

in worship, to GROW in God’s Word and grace, and to GO forward in faith 

and serve others in Jesus’ name.” It is our hope that even though we cannot 

currently have our coffee/fellowship time & other activities, you will feel the 

love of God and welcome here.  

 

HOME PRAYER TEAM  

If you feel called to be a part of this ministry of prayer, contact Elaine at 218-

546-6010 or cell phone 612-309-0191. This group has committed to pray for 

the needs of our church family, the community and beyond. If you have a 

prayer need or request, please let us know, and we will also add you to our 

prayers. You are also welcomed to share answered prayers & what God is do-

ing in your life….. this gives joy and encouragement to all of us.  

                                                 Elaine Karel, Member Ministry Coordinator          
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. . . .  New Members 

 

 

 

Erickson, Gary &  Sandi  218-330-1064 

21156 County Rd. 12      Sandi’s Cell  

Ironton, MN  56455      218-330-1229  

                                                   Gary’s Cell 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . . in Women of Immanuel 

 
 

We will be postponing our September Women’s Retreat for 2020 due to coronavirus until fall of 
2021.  
 
During this time, please prayerfully consider offering your expertise to help plan our retreat for 
2021 when  
planning begins. 
 
Stay safe and stay healthy! 
 
                                                                    Eileen Patrick & Pat Neros 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

. . . . in Via De Cristo 

 
Due to Covid 19, all Via De Cristo weekends were cancelled. 

 


