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Leader Guide
Early Believers
Grades 5–6

Scripture Reference: Acts 2:43–47; 4:32–37
Lesson Focus: We are all one big family.


Gather (10 minutes)

Arrival Activity
Spark Resources
•    Activity Pages

Supplies
•    Pencils
•    Felt sheets
•    Scissors
•    Glue
•    Large felt board

If some kids arrive earlier than others and you need a lesson-based activity, make copies of the downloadable Activity Page and set them out for kids to try.

As kids gather, direct their attention to a table with art supplies. Today, we're going to talk about the adventures of the early believers. It's an inspiring story because it shows how much these people could do after Jesus ascended into heaven. To prepare us for the story, today we'll create a survival kit for the believers. Spreading the good news had to be tiring physically, emotionally, and spiritually. So what would you pack for them? Make items from the felt, as many as you'd like, that the early believers can use along the way. After kids complete items, put them on the board and ask them to explain what they've created and why.

Opening Conversation
Spark Resources
•    Leaflets

Supplies
•    None

Who was able to try a Faith on the Go! activity this past week? Tell us what you did. Allow some time for sharing.

Who can tell me the Bible Memory Verse (BMV) from last week? If kids remember the BMV, invite them to recite it for the group. Guide the kids to help them remember parts they don't.

Distribute the leaflets, and consider the images on the first page and Did You Know? on the second page of the leaflet. Discuss the Life Question: What does it mean to take care of everyonein my community? (The answers to the Did You Know? are as follows: 300:1 in the United States and 212:1 in Canada.)

Ask a volunteer to read When Life Gives You Lemons . . . on the second page of the leaflet. Take some time to discuss the questions in the leaflet.

Jack Yeilding could have spent a lot of time feeling sorry for himself. Instead, he thought about something he could do to help kids like him—and then he did it. How does Jack's example inspire you to try something different? If Jack sold lemonade, what might you do to raise money, or even awareness for an issue? Encourage discussion and be prepared to help kids follow up on good ideas.

Opening Prayer
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    None

Invite kids to stand and repeat each line of the prayer after you.

Dear God,

When Jesus died, it was not an end
But a beginning.
Thank you for apostles:
Ordinary people
Who did extraordinary things
With Jesus' help.
Guide us as we seek to learn
From their example,
As we experience new beginnings.

Amen.

Open the Bible (20 minutes)

Early Believers Story
Spark Resources
•    Spark Bibles
•    Spark Bible Stickers

Supplies
•    None

Pass out Spark Bibles. Ask the kids if they know where the book of Acts is. Then invite them to turn to Acts 2:43–47 and 4:32–37 on pages 1206 and 1208, where we hear the story of how the apostles spread and represented the early Christian faith. Go around the group, with each kid reading one verse. Invite kids to place I Read It stickers in their Bibles.

In these passages, we get a glimpse of the apostles at work, attracting followers and living a life of community, sharing everything. What do you think of the way they lived? Would it be easy or hard to live like that today? Why? Allow kids time to discuss.

The apostles shared so much and got so many people interested in learning more about Jesus. That gives us all something to think about. You don't have to go out and sell everything to recognize that God can give you power when you dedicate yourself to something that's bigger than your own self-interest! Can you think of a time when you helped someone in need, and God was there for both of you? Allow kids time to discuss.

Invite kids to place any other appropriate stickers near these verses. They can also underline the words "proceeds," "goodwill," "testimony," and "encouragement" in the story.

On the Beat
Spark Resources
•    Leaflets

Supplies
•    Pencils
•    Index cards

Have kids turn to On the Beat on the third page of the leaflet. Ask a volunteer to read the description of the activity. Distribute pencils and index cards so kids can record their questions.

As a reporter, your job is to report the news, and in this case the news is good. Jesus has given his friends power, and they're using that power to change people's lives. But a reporter has to do more than just ask great questions: he or she has to see and describe what's going on, too. What details do you think readers must know about to believe that these events really happened? What would you describe to them? When the activity is over, ask kids this question: If the apostles invited you to give up your job and come live with them, how might you respond?Allow kids time to discuss.

Remember It
Spark Resources
•    Spark Bibles
•    Spark Bible Stickers
•    Leaflets

Supplies
•    None

Ask kids to look up Acts 4:32–37 on page 1208. They can also look at their leaflets. Verse 33 is today's Bible Memory Verse (BMV). Teach the gestures to help the kids learn the BMV. Remind them that this verse shows the apostles, as they begin to spread the good news, taking ownership of the power Jesus displayed while on Earth.

The apostles gave their testimony, (Flap fingers and thumb of both hands as if chatting.)
To the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, (Move flapping hands into the air as if they are flying away.)
And great grace was upon them all. (Spread your arms wide above your head.)

Once kids have memorized the verse, invite them to put I Memorized It stickers in their Bibles.

A Rebus for Remembering
Spark Resources
•    Leaflets

Supplies
•    Pencils

Ask a volunteer to read A Rebus for Remembering on the third page of the leaflet. Challenge kids to figure out the messages about remembering the poor.

Answer Key
HOUSE FOR SALE
GIFT TO THE POOR
GRACE BE WITH YOU

Activate Faith (10 minutes)

Helpin' Out Charades
Spark Resources
•    Leaflets

Supplies
•    Pencils

Have kids turn to Helpin' Out Charades on the second page of the leaflet. Ask a volunteer to read the instructions. Kids should identify a person, a helping action, and a place. For example: a fireman, putting out a fire, at a home. Collect the leaflets and then mix up the categories. You might have a dentist putting out a fire on the moon. Give these mixed-up charades to pairs of kids, and have them act out each scenario.

Stewardship Pledge
Spark Resources
•    Leaflets

Supplies
•    Paper
•    Pencils

Distribute pencils and paper while handing out the leaflets again. Ask kids to write their names on their leaflets. Ask a volunteer to read Stewardship Pledge on the last page of the leaflet. Encourage kids to write down all the stuff they get in a year. When the lists are complete, challenge the kids to discuss how they could use some of their stuff to help out others.

Send (5 minutes)

Closing Conversation
Spark Resources
•    Leaflets

Supplies
•    None

Invite kids to think about how community, sharing, and joy played key roles in the life and work of the early believers. Ask them to consider how they might best embody traits of these believers, who found profound happiness with very few possessions—and who strove to help others.

Ask for a volunteer to read Faith on the Go! on the last page of the leaflet. Have kids share their opinions and inspirations on improving health, fighting hunger, and working for peace. If there is sufficient interest and enthusiasm, offer the idea of holding a group garage sale where unwanted/unneeded possessions are sold, and the money given to a worthy community cause. Challenge kids to go online to find the answers about Lutheran World Relief (LWR).

Closing Prayer
Spark Resources
•    Family Pages

Supplies
•    None

Gather kids in a circle. Repeat each line after me.

Dear God,

The early believers
Found hope in your risen Son
And learned to see Jesus
In each other and the strangers they met.
Help us to see Jesus
And live by his example,
And to remember that no possession
Can match the way you change us
When you own our hearts completely.
In Jesus' name.

Amen.

Be sure to send a leaflet and a Family Page home with each kid.

